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Satan Stood Up Against Israel 
First Chronicles 21–22  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • October 3, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Jacob Noveske – Job 2.3  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

I. First Chronicles 21.1–3 • Satan Stood Against Israel  
 
21.1 Now Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David to number Israel. 2 
So David said to Joab and to the leaders of the people, “Go, number Israel 
from Beersheba to Dan, and bring the number of them to me that I may know 
it.” 3 And Joab answered, “May the LORD make His people a hundred times 
more than they are. But, my lord the king, are they not all my lord’s servants? 
Why then does my lord require this thing? Why should he be a cause of guilt 
in Israel?”  

A. Before we understand and learn from this,  

1. we have to solve a little problem.  

2. Second Samuel 24.1 records the same incident:  
 
1 Again the anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel, and He 
moved David against them to say, “Go, number Israel and Judah.”  

3. Job 2.3  
 
3 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job, 
that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, 
one who fears God and shuns evil? And still he holds fast to his integrity, 
although you incited Me against him, to destroy him without cause.”  

B. Proverbs 25.27 reveals what David did wrong.  
 
27 It is not good to eat much honey;  
  So to seek one’s own glory is not glory.  

1. I would add  

2. that he was not trusting in the Lord for his strength.  

C. Joab’s objections  
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1. Again, I have to commend Joab.  

2. He understood what was at stake.  

II. First Chronicles 21.4–6 • The Military Census  
 
4 Nevertheless the king’s word prevailed against Joab. Therefore Joab departed 
and went throughout all Israel and came to Jerusalem. 5 Then Joab gave the 
sum of the number of the people to David. All Israel had one million one hun-
dred thousand men who drew the sword, and Judah had four hundred and 
seventy thousand men who drew the sword. 6 But he did not count Levi and 
Benjamin among them, for the king’s word was abominable to Joab.  

A. David as king prevailed over Joab the military commander.  

1. They must have continued to discuss it.  

2. Eventually, the king will prevail.  

B. The size of the army or at least most of the army: 

1. Israel had 1.1 million men who could fight with the sword.  

2. Judah had 470,000 men who could fight with the sword.  

3. However, both Levi and Benjamin were not counted, because  

a) Joab disagreed strong enough with David,  

b) that he simply could not go on and stopped.  

III. First Chronicles 21.7–8 • God Displeased with David’s Sin  
 
7 And God was displeased with this thing; therefore He struck Israel. 8 So 
David said to God, “I have sinned greatly, because I have done this thing; but 
now, I pray, take away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have done very fool-
ishly.”  

A. David’s taking of the military census displeased God and he struck Israel.  

1. First, Israel had sinned in a way that the Bible does not record.  

a) Their sin did not matter in this case.  

b) What mattered was what David did.  
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(1) David was Israel’s greatest king, but  

(2) he was not sinless.  

(a) There would yet be someone who would rule over Israel,  

(b) who is not sinless.  

2. Second, David needed to know, and  

a) Israel needed to know, and  

b) the world needed to know, and  

c) the world still needs to know  

(1) that the strength of Israel was not their numbers.  

(2) Likewise, the strength of the true Israel of God, the church,  

(a) is not our numbers, but  

(b) it is the one whom we confess as the Lord.  

B. David’s acknowledgement:  

1. David freely confessed his sin  

a) without excusing it or  

b) placing blame elsewhere.  

2. David sought forgiveness after confessing his sin.  

IV. First Chronicles 21.9–12 • Choices for Punishment  
 
9 Then the LORD spoke to Gad, David’s seer, saying, 10 “Go and tell David, 
saying, Thus says the LORD: I offer you three things; choose one of them for 
yourself, that I may do it to you.” 11 So Gad came to David and said to him, 
“Thus says the LORD: ‘Choose for yourself, 12 either three years of famine, or 
three months to be defeated by your foes with the sword of your enemies 
overtaking you, or else for three days the sword of the LORD—the plague in 
the land, with the angel of the LORD destroying throughout all the territory of 
Israel.’ Now consider what answer I should take back to Him who sent me.”  

A. How would you have answered?  

1. You have three years, three months, or three days.  
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2. Three days seems the best if only for the time involved.  

a) However, I assume that they were all equal in the suffering caused.  

b) David would choose a different method for determining.  

B. Why did the Lord give David a choice rather than just doing it?  

1. God loved David and wanted to teach him something.  

2. In this case, David sought to know the strength of his army.  

a) As king, he had to make difficult decisions.  

b) So here was a decision based upon his misguided census.  

(1) David, you think that you are in control?  

(2) Okay, make a decision,  

V. First Chronicles 21.13 • David’s Wise Choice  
 
13 And David said to Gad, “I am in great distress. Please let me fall into the 
hand of the LORD, for His mercies are very great; but do not let me fall into 
the hand of man.”  

A. While God can be severe,  

B. David was right,  

1. that man can be merciless,  

2. whereas, God can be full of mercy.  

VI. First Chronicles 21.14–15 • 70,000 Perish in Three Days or Less  
 
14 So the LORD sent a plague upon Israel, and seventy thousand men of Israel 
fell. 15 And God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it. As he was destroying, 
the LORD looked and relented of the disaster, and said to the angel who was 
destroying, “It is enough; now restrain your hand.” And the angel of the LORD 
stood by the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.  

A. This showed David that Israel’s numbers were unimpressive to the Lord.  

B. They had a large army, but  

1. that means nothing to the Lord.  
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2. If he wants to bring down a nation,  

a) he can do it easily.  

b) It is not even a challenge to him.  

C. When the Lord ordered the angel to restrain his hand,  

1. that proved David’s point  

2. that the Lord shows mercy.  

D. Before where the Dome of the Rock is now, and  

1. before the temple of Solomon, and  

2. before the tabernacle of Moses was on that spot,  

3. that piece of land had been a threshing floor.  

VII.First Chronicles 21.16–17 • David’s Intercession for Israel  
 
16 Then David lifted his eyes and saw the angel of the LORD standing between 
earth and heaven, having in his hand a drawn sword stretched out over 
Jerusalem. So David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell on their faces. 17 
And David said to God, “Was it not I who commanded the people to be num-
bered? I am the one who has sinned and done evil indeed; but these sheep, 
what have they done? Let Your hand, I pray, O LORD my God, be against me 
and my father’s house, but not against Your people that they should be 
plagued.”  

A. What would you do if you saw an angel,  

1. especially if that angel had a sword in his hand?  

2. You see what David and the elders did.  

B. David interceded for Israel, because  

1. he believed that he had brought this on, and  

2. while that is partly true,  

a) remember that Second Samuel 24 revealed  

b) that Israel had sinned in some way.  

(1) Therefore, not only did David need to see  
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(2) that the size of his military was nothing to God,  

(a) Israel also needed to suffer for their sin, but  

(b) that did not excuse what David did.  

i) The Lord could have used some other person or means.  

VIII.First Chronicles 21.18–19 • The Site for the Temple  
 
18 Therefore, the angel of the LORD commanded Gad to say to David that 
David should go and erect an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Or-
nan the Jebusite. 19 So David went up at the word of Gad, which he had spo-
ken in the name of the LORD.  

A. A humble piece of property  

B. would become the most significant place on earth.  

IX. First Chronicles 21.20–21 • Ornan, the Angel, and David (A most amazing 
passage to me)  
 
20 Now Ornan turned and saw the angel; and his four sons who were with 
him hid themselves, but Ornan continued threshing wheat. 21 So David came 
to Ornan, and Ornan looked and saw David. And he went out from the thresh-
ing floor, and bowed before David with his face to the ground.  

A. David and the elders fell on their faces when they saw the angel.  

B. Ornan’s sons hid themselves.  

C. Ornan just continued threshing wheat!  

1. Hey, work needs to be done.  

2. He was not going to let the appearance of an angel stop him.  

D. Yet, looked at what he did when he saw David!  

1. Why the nonchalant reaction to an angel with a sword, but  

2. a strong humble reaction when he saw a human king?  

a) Have you ever seen a president?  

b) I saw Boris Yeltsin in 1993 right in Red Square.  
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X. First Chronicles 21.22–24 • What Is a Sacrifice?  
 
22 Then David said to Ornan, “Grant me the place of this threshing floor, that 
I may build an altar on it to the LORD. You shall grant it to me at the full price, 
that the plague may be withdrawn from the people.” 23 But Ornan said to 
David, “Take it to yourself, and let my lord the king do what is good in his 
eyes. Look, I also give you the oxen for burnt offerings, the threshing imple-
ments for wood, and the wheat for the grain offering; I give it all.” 24 Then 
King David said to Ornan, “No, but I will surely buy it for the full price, for I 
will not take what is yours for the LORD, nor offer burnt offerings with that 
which costs me nothing.”  

A. We totally sympathize with Ornan.  

1. I think most of us would have done the same thing.  

2. What an honor that the king of the land  

a) would want your property upon which  

b) to build an altar to the Lord!  

B. David could have received something for free.  

1. However, there are things more valuable than money.  

2. There are things more important than saving money.  

a) David understood that it meant nothing  

b) to take what was another man’s and  

(1) offer it to the Lord.  

(2) How would that be commendable?  

3. A burnt offering meant nothing if David got it for free.  

a) He had sinned.  

b) Therefore, he realized that he needed to make a sacrifice  

(1) of himself or  

(2) of something that he had.  

XI. First Chronicles 21.25–26 • Jebusite Property for the Temple  
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25 So David gave Ornan six hundred shekels of gold by weight for the place. 
26 And David built there an altar to the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and 
peace offerings, and called on the LORD; and He answered him from heaven 
by fire on the altar of burnt offering.  

A. The material for the tabernacle in the wilderness came from Egyptians.  

B. The material for the temple of Solomon came from surrounding nations.  

C. The property for the temple came from a Jebusite.  

1. The Jebusites inhabited Jerusalem before Israel did.  

2. The Jebusites were among the peoples whom Israel was to exterminate.  

XII.First Chronicles 21.27–30 • The Sword of the Angel of the Lord  
 
27 So the LORD commanded the angel, and he returned his sword to its 
sheath. 28 At that time, when David saw that the LORD had answered him on 
the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he sacrificed there. 29 For the 
tabernacle of the LORD and the altar of the burnt offering, which Moses had 
made in the wilderness, were at that time at the high place in Gibeon. 30 But 
David could not go before it to inquire of God, for he was afraid of the sword 
of the angel of the LORD.  

A. I think I would also be afraid to go where an angel has a sword drawn.  

B. Remember Joshua as they entered the Land of Canaan.  

C. David then began a practice of making sacrifices there,  

1. a practice that would last a thousand years,  

2. only stopping when the Lord sent the Romans to destroy Herod’s temple.  

XIII.First Chronicles 22.1–5 • Preparation  
 
22.1 Then David said, “This is the house of the LORD God, and this is the altar 
of burnt offering for Israel.” 2 So David commanded to gather the aliens who 
were in the land of Israel; and he appointed masons to cut hewn stones to 
build the house of God. 3 And David prepared iron in abundance for the nails 
of the doors of the gates and for the joints, and bronze in abundance beyond 
measure, 4 and cedar trees in abundance; for the Sidonians and those from 
Tyre brought much cedar wood to David. 5 Now David said, “Solomon my son 
is young and inexperienced, and the house to be built for the LORD must be 
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exceedingly magnificent, famous and glorious throughout all countries. I will 
now make preparation for it.” So David made abundant preparations before 
his death. 

A. David knew what the Lord wanted.  

B. Therefore, from that point on,  

1. he made it his life’s goal  

2. to make abundant preparations for the construction of the temple.  

XIV.First Chronicles 22.6–16 • When We Prosper  
 
6 Then he called for his son Solomon, and charged him to build a house for the 
LORD God of Israel. 7 And David said to Solomon: “My son, as for me, it was 
in my mind to build a house to the name of the LORD my God; 8 but the word 
of the LORD came to me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood and have made 
great wars; you shall not build a house for My name, because you have shed 
much blood on the earth in My sight. 9 Behold, a son shall be born to you, 
who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies all 
around. His name shall be Solomon, for I will give peace and quietness to Is-
rael in his days. 10 He shall build a house for My name, and he shall be My 
son, and I will be his Father; and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
over Israel forever.’ 11 Now, my son, may the LORD be with you; and may you 
prosper, and build the house of the LORD your God, as He has said to you. 12 
Only may the LORD give you wisdom and understanding, and give you charge 
concerning Israel, that you may keep the law of the LORD your God. 13 Then 
you will prosper, if you take care to fulfill the statutes and judgments with 
which the LORD charged Moses concerning Israel. Be strong and of good 
courage; do not fear nor be dismayed. 14 Indeed I have taken much trouble to 
prepare for the house of the LORD one hundred thousand talents of gold and 
one million talents of silver, and bronze and iron beyond measure, for it is so 
abundant. I have prepared timber and stone also, and you may add to them. 
15 Moreover there are workmen with you in abundance: woodsmen and 
stonecutters, and all types of skillful men for every kind of work. 16 Of gold 
and silver and bronze and iron there is no limit. Arise and begin working, and 
the LORD be with you.”  

A. David truly laid out for Solomon the purpose of his life.  

B. Notice in verse 12,  
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1. that David put into Solomon’s thinking  

2. the need for wisdom and understanding.  

a) It should not surprise us then  

b) that when the Lord approached Solomon,  

(1) promising to give him whatever he wanted,  

(2) that Solomon asked for wisdom and  

(a) that he saw his purpose in life  

(b) as leading Israel and building the temple.  

C. Verse 13 shows  

1. that David revealed the way of prosperity in life:  
 
“…take care to fulfill the statutes and judgments with which the LORD 
charged Moses concerning Israel. Be strong and of good courage; do not 
fear nor be dismayed.”  

2. The Lord told Joshua pretty much the same thing.  

3. Psalm 1 shows the same thing.  

4. It has not changed.  

a) Young people hear what David said to Solomon.  

b) Find out what the Lord says and then do it.  

XV.First Chronicles 22.17–19 • Set Your Heart and Soul to Seek the Lord  
 
17 David also commanded all the leaders of Israel to help Solomon his son, 
saying, 18 “Is not the LORD your God with you? And has He not given you 
rest on every side? For He has given the inhabitants of the land into my hand, 
and the land is subdued before the LORD and before His people. 19 Now set 
your heart and your soul to seek the LORD your God. Therefore arise and 
build the sanctuary of the LORD God, to bring the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD and the holy articles of God into the house that is to be built for the 
name of the LORD.”  

A. David let Solomon know  
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1. that he was not alone.  

2. He had plenty of help.  

B. We all also have brothers and sisters in abundance in the church  

1. who will help us through life.  

2. However, we have to do what David taught in verse 19,  

a) we have to set our hearts and  

b) we have to set our souls,  

(1) to seek the Lord our God, and  

(2) now we do it through the Lord Jesus Christ. 


