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Prayers that God Hears  
Second Chronicles 6–7  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • November 21, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Dominic Meyer – Luke 18.9–14  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Songs on Prayer  

I. Second Chronicles 6.1–2 • Where the Lord Dwells  
 
6.1 Then Solomon spoke:  
 
 “The LORD said He would dwell in the dark cloud.  
2 I have surely built You an exalted house,  
 And a place for You to dwell in forever.”  

A. At Mount Sinai Israel saw this very thing:  

1. Exodus 19.9  
 
9 And the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I come to you in the thick 
cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you, and believe you 
forever.”  

2. Deuteronomy 4.11  
 
11 “Then you came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, and the 
mountain burned with fire to the midst of heaven, with darkness, cloud, 
and thick darkness.”  

B. Therefore, in a sense, the temple continued to provide that hidden dwelling.  

1. Paul said of our God, that he:  
 
16 …alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no 
man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. 
Amen.  
 
– 1 Timothy 6.16  

2. He dwells in light, but  

a) that light is hidden from our eyes of flesh lest we die.  
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b) When God entered Solomon’s temple,  

(1) he was still light, but  

(2) to the human eye there was darkness.  

II. Second Chronicles 6.3–11 • Remember God’s Past Blessings  
 
6.3 Then the king turned around and blessed the whole assembly of Israel, 
while all the assembly of Israel was standing. 4 And he said: “Blessed be the 
LORD God of Israel, who has fulfilled with His hands what He spoke with His 
mouth to my father David, saying, 5 ‘Since the day that I brought My people 
out of the land of Egypt, I have chosen no city from any tribe of Israel in which 
to build a house, that My name might be there, nor did I choose any man to be 
a ruler over My people Israel. 6 Yet I have chosen Jerusalem, that My name 
may be there, and I have chosen David to be over My people Israel.’ 7 Now it 
was in the heart of my father David to build a temple for the name of the 
LORD God of Israel. 8 But the LORD said to my father David, ‘Whereas it was 
in your heart to build a temple for My name, you did well in that it was in 
your heart. 9 Nevertheless you shall not build the temple, but your son who 
will come from your body, he shall build the temple for My name.’ 10 So the 
LORD has fulfilled His word which He spoke, and I have filled the position of 
my father David, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the LORD promised; and I 
have built the temple for the name of the LORD God of Israel. 11 And there I 
have put the ark, in which is the covenant of the LORD which He made with 
the children of Israel.”  

A. Solomon blessed the Lord by reminding Israel that he keeps his promises.  

B. You will have a rich prayer life if you remember God’s promises.  

III. Second Chronicles 6.12–42 • Prayer that God Hears  

A. 6.12–21 | Look to the Lord  
 
6.12 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all 
the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands 13 (for Solomon had made 
a bronze platform five cubits long, five cubits wide, and three cubits high, 
and had set it in the midst of the court; and he stood on it, knelt down on 
his knees before all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands toward 
heaven); 14 and he said: “LORD God of Israel, there is no God in heaven or 
on earth like You, who keep Your covenant and mercy with Your servants 
who walk before You with all their hearts. 15 You have kept what You 
promised Your servant David my father; You have both spoken with Your 



Prayers that God Hears; 2Ch 6–7; 04683; Page  of 3 9

mouth and fulfilled it with Your hand, as it is this day. 16 Therefore, LORD 
God of Israel, now keep what You promised Your servant David my father, 
saying, ‘You shall not fail to have a man sit before Me on the throne of Is-
rael, only if your sons take heed to their way, that they walk in My law as 
you have walked before Me.’ 17 And now, O LORD God of Israel, let Your 
word come true, which You have spoken to Your servant David. 18 But will 
God indeed dwell with men on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of 
heavens cannot contain You. How much less this temple which I have built! 
19 Yet regard the prayer of Your servant and his supplication, O LORD my 
God, and listen to the cry and the prayer which Your servant is praying be-
fore You: 20 that Your eyes may be open toward this temple day and night, 
toward the place where You said You would put Your name, that You may 
hear the prayer which Your servant makes toward this place. 21 And may 
You hear the supplications of Your servant and of Your people Israel, when 
they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven Your dwelling place, and 
when You hear, forgive.  

1. Note his prayer posture:  

a) Standing  

b) Hands spread out  

c) Knelt down  

2. Solomon affirmed of the Lord:  

a) v. 14: His uniqueness  

b) v. 15: His faithfulness  

c) v. 18: His immensity  

3. In this prayer, Solomon pled for God to hear.  

B. 6.22–31 | Anticipate the Future  
 
22 If anyone sins against his neighbor, and is forced to take an oath, and 
comes and takes an oath before Your altar in this temple, 23 then hear from 
heaven, and act, and judge Your servants, bringing retribution on the wicked 
by bringing his way on his own head, and justifying the righteous by giving 
him according to his righteousness. 24 Or if Your people Israel are defeated 
before an enemy because they have sinned against You, and return and con-
fess Your name, and pray and make supplication before You in this temple, 
25 then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of Your people Israel, and 
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bring them back to the land which You gave to them and their fathers. 26 
When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned 
against You, when they pray toward this place and confess Your name, and 
turn from their sin because You afflict them, 27 then hear in heaven, and 
forgive the sin of Your servants, Your people Israel, that You may teach them 
the good way in which they should walk; and send rain on Your land which 
You have given to Your people as an inheritance. 28 When there is famine in 
the land, pestilence or blight or mildew, locusts or grasshoppers; when their 
enemies besiege them in the land of their cities; whatever plague or what-
ever sickness there is; 29 whatever prayer, whatever supplication is made by 
anyone, or by all Your people Israel, when each one knows his own burden 
and his own grief, and spreads out his hands to this temple: 30 then hear 
from heaven Your dwelling place, and forgive, and give to everyone accord-
ing to all his ways, whose heart You know (for You alone know the hearts of 
the sons of men), 31 that they may fear You, to walk in Your ways as long as 
they live in the land which You gave to our fathers.  

1. vv. 22–23: When someone sins against his neighbor  

2. vv. 24–25: When God’s people are defeated  

3. vv. 26–27: When God shuts up rain from heaven  

4. vv. 28–30: When there is famine  

5. v. 31: God, answer your people when they pray to you about these things,  

a) that your people may fear you and  

b) that your people may walk in your ways.  

C. 6.32–35 | Think of Those Outside God’s Kingdom  
 
32 Moreover, concerning a foreigner, who is not of Your people Israel, but 
has come from a far country for the sake of Your great name and Your 
mighty hand and Your outstretched arm, when they come and pray in this 
temple; 33 then hear from heaven Your dwelling place, and do according to 
all for which the foreigner calls to You, that all peoples of the earth may 
know Your name and fear You, as do Your people Israel, and that they may 
know that this temple which I have built is called by Your name. 34 When 
Your people go out to battle against their enemies, wherever You send them, 
and when they pray to You toward this city which You have chosen and the 
temple which I have built for Your name, 35 then hear from heaven their 
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prayer and their supplication, and maintain their cause.  

1. The Gentiles may wish to become part of God’s people.  

2. The Gentiles may attack.  

a) May God hear in both situations.  

b) May God’s people remember to pray in these cases.  

D. 6.36–39 | Speak of the Kingdom  
 
36 When they sin against You (for there is no one who does not sin), and You 
become angry with them and deliver them to the enemy, and they take them 
captive to a land far or near; 37 yet when they come to themselves in the 
land where they were carried captive, and repent, and make supplication to 
You in the land of their captivity, saying, We have sinned, we have done 
wrong, and have committed wickedness; 38 and when they return to You 
with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their captivity, 
where they have been carried captive, and pray toward their land which You 
gave to their fathers, the city which You have chosen, and toward the temple 
which I have built for Your name: 39 then hear from heaven Your dwelling 
place their prayer and their supplications, and maintain their cause, and 
forgive Your people who have sinned against You.  

1. When people leave the Lord to pursue their sin,  

2. then they suffer for it and  

a) turn their hearts back to the Lord,  

b) he will hear their prayers and restore them.  

E. 6.40–42 | Ask God for His Presence  
 
40 Now, my God, I pray, let Your eyes be open and let Your ears be attentive 
to the prayer made in this place.  
 
41 Now therefore,  
  Arise, O LORD God, to Your resting place,  
  You and the ark of Your strength.  
  Let Your priests, O LORD God, be clothed with salvation,  
  And let Your saints rejoice in goodness.  
42 O LORD God, do not turn away the face of Your Anointed;  
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  Remember the mercies of Your servant David.”  

1. Solomon invited the Lord God to be with his people.  

2. Ask God to do what he does.  

IV. Second Chronicles 7.1–3 • Fire from Heaven Leads to Worship of the Lord  
 
7.1 When Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven and 
consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD 
filled the temple. 2 And the priests could not enter the house of the LORD, 
because the glory of the LORD had filled the LORD’S house. 3 When all the 
children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the glory of the LORD on 
the temple, they bowed their faces to the ground on the pavement, and wor-
shiped and praised the LORD, saying:  
 
 “For He is good,  
 For His mercy endures forever.”  

A. At the end of chapter 5,  

1. when Israel had brought everything into the temple and  

2. the priests then exited it,  

a) the Bible says that a cloud, a dark cloud,  

b) filled the temple.  

B. Then at the end of the dedication service,  

1. fire comes down out of heaven,  

2. consuming the offering and sacrifices.  

a) The glory of the Lord then filled the house of the Lord, and  

b) again the priests could not enter because of this heavenly display.  

C. Sacrifices and prayers go up,  

1. fire comes down, and  

2. glory fills God’s house.  

a) Let us do the same and  
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b) see God’s glory fill the spiritual temple, the church.  

D. May we also do what Israel did on that day:  

1. Bowed their faces to the ground  

2. Worship the Lord  

3. Praised the Lord  

V. Second Chronicles 7.4–6 • Sacrifice to Celebrate the Lord’s Mercy  
 
7.4 Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices before the LORD. 5 King 
Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty-two thousand bulls and one hundred 
and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the people dedicated the 
house of God. 6 And the priests attended to their services; the Levites also 
with instruments of the music of the LORD, which King David had made to 
praise the LORD, saying, “For His mercy endures forever,” whenever David of-
fered praise by their ministry. The priests sounded trumpets opposite them, 
while all Israel stood.  

A. They also offered sacrifices to the Lord God.  

B. They made music to praise the Lord.  

VI. Second Chronicles 7.7–9 • A Sacred Assembly  
 
7.7 Furthermore Solomon consecrated the middle of the court that was in 
front of the house of the LORD; for there he offered burnt offerings and the 
fat of the peace offerings, because the bronze altar which Solomon had made 
was not able to receive the burnt offerings, the grain offerings, and the fat. 8 
At that time Solomon kept the feast seven days, and all Israel with him, a very 
great assembly from the entrance of Hamath to the Brook of Egypt. 9 And on 
the eighth day they held a sacred assembly, for they observed the dedication of 
the altar seven days, and the feast seven days.  

A. Their spiritual dedication led to feasting with one another.  

B. They held a sacred assembly.  

VII.Second Chronicles 7.10 • Glad for the Lord’s Goodness  
 
7.10 On the twenty-third day of the seventh month he sent the people away to 
their tents, joyful and glad of heart for the good that the LORD had done for 
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David, for Solomon, and for His people Israel.  

A. When were the people joyful and glad of heart?  

B. When they acknowledged the good that the Lord God of heaven had done.  

VIII.Second Chronicles 7.11 • Complete for the Lord What Is in Your Heart  
 
7.11 Thus Solomon finished the house of the LORD and the king’s house; and 
Solomon successfully accomplished all that came into his heart to make in the 
house of the LORD and in his own house.  

A. Solomon up to this point in his life  

B. followed the Lord faithfully, and  

1. things went well spiritually and at home.  

IX. Second Chronicles 7.12–22 • What the Lord Will Do  
 
7.12 Then the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and said to him: “I have 
heard your prayer, and have chosen this place for Myself as a house of sacri-
fice. 13 When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts 
to devour the land, or send pestilence among My people, 14 if My people who 
are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will for-
give their sin and heal their land. 15 Now My eyes will be open and My ears 
attentive to prayer made in this place. 16 For now I have chosen and sanctified 
this house, that My name may be there forever; and My eyes and My heart will 
be there perpetually. 17 As for you, if you walk before Me as your father David 
walked, and do according to all that I have commanded you, and if you keep 
My statutes and My judgments, 18 then I will establish the throne of your 
kingdom, as I covenanted with David your father, saying, You shall not fail to 
have a man as ruler in Israel. 19 But if you turn away and forsake My statutes 
and My commandments which I have set before you, and go and serve other 
gods, and worship them, 20 then I will uproot them from My land which I 
have given them; and this house which I have sanctified for My name I will 
cast out of My sight, and will make it a proverb and a byword among all peo-
ples. 21 And as for this house, which is exalted, everyone who passes by it will 
be astonished and say, Why has the LORD done thus to this land and this 
house? 22 Then they will answer, Because they forsook the LORD God of their 
fathers, who brought them out of the land of Egypt, and embraced other gods, 
and worshiped them and served them; therefore He has brought all this 
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calamity on them.”  

A. vv. 12–16: God acknowledged Solomon’s requests in prayer.  

B. vv. 17–18: God also promised:  

1. If Solomon walked in the ways of his father, following the Lord,  

2. then the Lord would establish Solomon.  

C. vv. 19–22: God also promised:  

1. If Israel turned away from him,  

2. he would turn away from them.  

Exhortation:  

I. Not every prayer has to have these parts, but  

A. we should from time to time,  

B. remember to speak these things to God.  

II. 7.14, summarizes how God deals with his people:  
 
“ If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray 
and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”  

A. Are you called by the name Christian?  

B. If so,  

1. you should be reflecting Christ.  

2. If not,  

a) you should humble yourself,  

b) pray,  

c) seek God’s face, and  

d) turn from your wicked way.  

C. Then God will forgive and heal. 


