
Wisdom and Wealth; 2Ch 8–9; 04689; Page  of 1 11

Wisdom and Wealth  
Second Chronicles 8–9  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • December 5, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Nash Crisp – Proverbs 2.1–5  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. As Wiersbe said:  
 
“David was known for his battles, Solomon for his buildings.”  
 
– Bible Commentary: Old Testament, p. 240  

II. Chapter 8 shows Solomon’s additional building projects.  

Persuasion:  

I. Second Chronicles 8.1–6 • Solomon’s Other Building Projects  
 
8.1 It came to pass at the end of twenty years, when Solomon had built the 
house of the LORD and his own house, 2 that the cities which Hiram had giv-
en to Solomon, Solomon built them; and he settled the children of Israel there. 
3 And Solomon went to Hamath Zobah and seized it. 4 He also built Tadmor 
in the wilderness, and all the storage cities which he built in Hamath. 5 He 
built Upper Beth Horon and Lower Beth Horon, fortified cities with walls, 
gates, and bars, 6 also Baalath and all the storage cities that Solomon had, and 
all the chariot cities and the cities of the cavalry, and all that Solomon desired 
to build in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all the land of his dominion.  

A. Tadmor is the same as Roman Palmyra in Syria,  

1. which ISIS or the Islamic State destroyed recently.  

2. After all these centuries, then that radical group destroys such a treasure.  

B. Have you ever thought of Solomon as a builder?  

1. I think of his wisdom.  

2. I think of his wealth.  

a) However, I never really thought of him as a building-project king.  

b) He was able to be a building because of the wars that his father fought.  
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C. Solomon did do some fighting.  

1. He seized Hamath Zobah.  

2. This is also in modern Syria.  

II. Second Chronicles 8.7–10 • Source for the Laborers  
 
7 All the people who were left of the Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, 
and Jebusites, who were not of Israel— 8 that is, their descendants who were 
left in the land after them, whom the children of Israel did not destroy—from 
these Solomon raised forced labor, as it is to this day. 9 But Solomon did not 
make the children of Israel servants for his work. Some were men of war, cap-
tains of his officers, captains of his chariots, and his cavalry. 10 And others 
were chiefs of the officials of King Solomon: two hundred and fifty, who ruled 
over the people.  

A. Solomon used as forced labor  

1. the peoples whom Israel did not drive out during the time of the Judges.  

2. Those people were resilient.  

a) They endured what the Lord did when he sent hornets among them:  
 
28 “And I will send hornets before you, which shall drive out the 
Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite from before you.”  
 
– Exodus 23.28  

b) Those not drive away,  

(1) the children of Israel were to destroy, but  

(2) they fought and Israel got tired of fighting.  

B. Eventually those people disappeared.  

1. Perhaps the work got to them.  

2. The Lord just slowly erased them.  

III. Second Chronicles 8.11 • Solomon’s Main Wife  
 
11 Now Solomon brought the daughter of Pharaoh up from the City of David 
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to the house he had built for her, for he said, “My wife shall not dwell in the 
house of David king of Israel, because the places to which the ark of the LORD 
has come are holy.”  

A. She was Egyptian.  

1. What drove Solomon to marry an Egyptian woman?  

2. Was she converted to the religion of Israel?  

3. Was Solomon driven by politics?  

a) Beware of politics!  

b) It poisons everything.  

(1) Do not let it distract you from your discipleship.  

(2) Do not loose your soul over politics.  

B. Who ever would have thought  

1. that the Egyptians who once held Israel captive,  

2. would provide a queen for the king of Israel.  

C. Why would he not allow his Egyptian wife to dwell in the house of David?  

1. This makes me think that she had not converted.  

2. First Kings 3.1 says:  
 
1 Now Solomon made a treaty with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and married 
Pharaoh’s daughter; then he brought her to the City of David until he had 
finished building his own house, and the house of the LORD, and the 
wall all around Jerusalem.  

IV. Second Chronicles 8.12–13 • Burnt Offerings for All Occasions  
 
12 Then Solomon offered burnt offerings to the LORD on the altar of the 
LORD which he had built before the vestibule, 13 according to the daily rate, 
offering according to the commandment of Moses, for the Sabbaths, the New 
Moons, and the three appointed yearly feasts—the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 
the Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of Tabernacles.  
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A. The Law required certain offerings, burnt offerings, everyday.  

B. Solomon did those along with the burnt offerings for  

1. the Sabbaths,  

2. the New Moons, and  

3. the three annual feasts:  

a) The Feast of Unleavened Bread,  

b) the Feast of Weeks, and  

c) the Feast of Tabernacles.  

C. Solomon followed the Law.  

1. He stumbled in some areas, but  

2. like the rest of us he did seek to follow what the Scriptures taught.  

V. Second Chronicles 8.14–15 • Solomon Followed David’s Pattern  
 
14 And, according to the order of David his father, he appointed the divisions 
of the priests for their service, the Levites for their duties (to praise and serve 
before the priests) as the duty of each day required, and the gatekeepers by 
their divisions at each gate; for so David the man of God had commanded. 15 
They did not depart from the command of the king to the priests and Levites 
concerning any matter or concerning the treasuries.  

A. Solomon kept the commands of his father David, because  

B. they were what God wanted him to do.  

1. Just like now, in America laws have been established by men  

2. who are no longer with us, but  

a) we keep those laws.  

b) The same goes with the church or with an individual congregation.  

VI. Second Chronicles 8.16 • Well-Ordered Work  
 
16 Now all the work of Solomon was well-ordered from the day of the founda-
tion of the house of the LORD until it was finished. So the house of the LORD 
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was completed.  

A. Is that not how any work should go,  

1. especially the work of the Lord,  

2. that is it should be well-ordered?  

B. Is not our God a God of order?  

1. Biblical examples  

2. Creation examples  

VII.Second Chronicles 8.17–18 • Gold from Ophir  
 
17 Then Solomon went to Ezion Geber and Elath on the seacoast, in the land 
of Edom. 18 And Hiram sent him ships by the hand of his servants, and ser-
vants who knew the sea. They went with the servants of Solomon to Ophir, and 
acquired four hundred and fifty talents of gold from there, and brought it to 
King Solomon.  

A. Ophir produced a special gold.  

B. It is mentioned 13 times in the Bible.  

C. As you hear some of those passages, you will get the idea that it was special:  

1. Job 22.24  
 
 24 “Then you will lay your gold in the dust,  
  And the gold of Ophir among the stones of the brooks.”  

2. Job 28.16  
 
 16 “It cannot be valued in the gold of Ophir,  
  In precious onyx or sapphire.”  

3. Psalm 45.9  
 
 9 Kings’ daughters are among Your honorable women;  
  At Your right hand stands the queen in gold from Ophir.  
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4. Isaiah 13.12  
  
 12 I will make a mortal more rare than fine gold,  
  A man more than the golden wedge of Ophir.  

VIII.Chapter 9 highlights Solomon’s wisdom and wealth.  

A. The primary sign of his wealth will be gold.  

1. Chapter 8 had one reference to gold, but  

2. wait until you see how often chapter 9 mentions gold.  

a) Also, pay attention to how often Ezra shows us gold and  

b) what was made of gold.  

B. Intellectually, we know that wisdom is better than wealth, but  

1. how does it play out in our lives?  

2. By our conversations and practice  

a) what do we show we value higher?  

C. To acquire gold you must work…hard.  

1. King Solomon himself referred to getting wisdom like getting treasure.  

2. Proverbs 2.4  
 
4 If you seek her as silver,  
 And search for her as for hidden treasures… 

IX. Second Chronicles 9.1–12 • The Queen of Sheba  
 
9.1 Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, she came to 
Jerusalem to test Solomon with hard questions, having a very great retinue, 
camels that bore spices, gold in abundance, and precious stones; and when 
she came to Solomon, she spoke with him about all that was in her heart. 2 So 
Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing so difficult for 
Solomon that he could not explain it to her. 3 And when the queen of Sheba 
had seen the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had built, 4 the food on 
his table, the seating of his servants, the service of his waiters and their appar-
el, his cupbearers and their apparel, and his entryway by which he went up to 
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the house of the LORD, there was no more spirit in her. 5 Then she said to the 
king: “It was a true report which I heard in my own land about your words 
and your wisdom. 6 However I did not believe their words until I came and 
saw with my own eyes; and indeed the half of the greatness of your wisdom 
was not told me. You exceed the fame of which I heard. 7 Happy are your men 
and happy are these your servants, who stand continually before you and hear 
your wisdom! 8 Blessed be the LORD your God, who delighted in you, setting 
you on His throne to be king for the LORD your God! Because your God has 
loved Israel, to establish them forever, therefore He made you king over them, 
to do justice and righteousness.” 9 And she gave the king one hundred and 
twenty talents of gold, spices in great abundance, and precious stones; there 
never were any spices such as those the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon. 
10 Also, the servants of Hiram and the servants of Solomon, who brought gold 
from Ophir, brought algum wood and precious stones. 11 And the king made 
walkways of the algum wood for the house of the LORD and for the king’s 
house, also harps and stringed instruments for singers; and there were none 
such as these seen before in the land of Judah. 12 Now King Solomon gave to 
the queen of Sheba all she desired, whatever she asked, much more than she 
had brought to the king. So she turned and went to her own country, she and 
her servants.  

A. The queen of Sheba came with  

1. hard questions (I wish that we knew what her questions were),  

2. a very great retinue, including:  

a) spices,  

b) abundance of gold,  

c) precious stones.  

B. Solomon’s God-given wisdom allowed him to answer all her questions.  

C. The queen of Sheba observed:  

1. the wisdom of Solomon,  

2. his house,  

3. the food at his table,  

4. the seating of his servants,  

5. the service of his servants and even their apparel,  
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6. his cupbearers and their apparel, and  

7. his entryway for him to go to the temple.  

D. The wealth of it all overwhelmed her and she had no more spirit in her.  

1. She concluded that his words and wisdom  

2. far exceeded anything that she had heard.  

a) She also concluded that his men and servants were happy because  

b) they got to hear his words and wisdom.  

3. She blessed God for making Solomon king of Israel.  

4. She gave him gold, spices, and precious stones.  

a) The amount of gold was 120 talents,  

b) showing that she was also very wealthy, and  

(1) that she was wise because  

(2) she came with the hard questions and  

(a) she could tell when a good answer had been given.  

E. The servants of Hiram and of Solomon also brought  

1. gold, special wood, and precious stones.  

2. With the wood, Solomon made instruments of music.  

F. Solomon also gave to the queen of Sheba,  

1. in fact he gave her more than she had given him.  

2. Whatever she wanted, he gave it.  

G.Unfortunately, the world paints a picture of Solomon and the queen of Sheba  

1. as having a relationship.  

2. Time magazine did an article on it, but  

a) I wrote to them to say that no biblical proof shows them as a couple.  

b) They wrote back and acknowledged what I said.  
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X. Second Chronicles 9.13–22 • Solomon’s Annual Income of Gold  
 
13 The weight of gold that came to Solomon yearly was six hundred and sixty-
six talents of gold, 14 besides what the traveling merchants and traders 
brought. And all the kings of Arabia and governors of the country brought gold 
and silver to Solomon. 15 And King Solomon made two hundred large shields 
of hammered gold; six hundred shekels of hammered gold went into each 
shield. 16 He also made three hundred shields of hammered gold; three hun-
dred shekels of gold went into each shield. The king put them in the House of 
the Forest of Lebanon. 17 Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and 
overlaid it with pure gold. 18 The throne had six steps, with a footstool of 
gold, which were fastened to the throne; there were armrests on either side of 
the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside the armrests. 19 Twelve lions 
stood there, one on each side of the six steps; nothing like this had been made 
for any other kingdom. 20 All King Solomon’s drinking vessels were gold, and 
all the vessels of the House of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Not one 
was silver, for this was accounted as nothing in the days of Solomon. 21 For 
the king’s ships went to Tarshish with the servants of Hiram. Once every three 
years the merchant ships came, bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and monkeys. 
22 So King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom.  

A. Gold in the days of Solomon:  

1. His annual income in gold was 666 talents.  

2. Traveling merchants and traders brought him things.  

3. The kings of Arabia brought gold and silver.  

4. He made shields out of the gold and silver.  

5. He made an ivory throne that he covered in gold.  

a) The throne had six steps.  

b) A footstool of gold  

c) Armrests  

d) Two lions, one on each side of a step, making a total of 12.  

6. All drinking vessels and all the vessels  

a) of the House of the Forest of Lebanon were of pure gold.  

b) Not one was of silver,  
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c) as though silver was something cheap.  

B. From Tarshish the servants of Hiram brought precious things every three 
years.  

1. Gold,  

2. Silver,  

3. Ivory,  

4. Apes, and  

5. Monkeys.  

C. Therefore, Solomon’s wealth and wisdom exceeded that of all kings.  

XI. Second Chronicles 9.23 • Seeking to Hear the Wisdom of Solomon  
 
23 And all the kings of the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his 
wisdom, which God had put in his heart.  

A. The queen of Sheba was not the only one to seek Solomon and his wisdom.  

B. Like Solomon, they all recognized the need for wisdom.  

1. If you have ever tried to organize something,  

2. you know the need for wisdom.  

a) Just think of what it would take to run a nation.  

b) That was Solomon’s original motivation.  

XII.Second Chronicles 9.24–28 • The Mightiness of Solomon’s Kingdom  
 
24 Each man brought his present: articles of silver and gold, garments, armor, 
spices, horses, and mules, at a set rate year by year. 25 Solomon had four 
thousand stalls for horses and chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen whom 
he stationed in the chariot cities and with the king at Jerusalem. 26 So he 
reigned over all the kings from the River to the land of the Philistines, as far as 
the border of Egypt. 27 The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as 
stones, and he made cedar trees as abundant as the sycamores which are in 
the lowland. 28 And they brought horses to Solomon from Egypt and from all 
lands.  



Wisdom and Wealth; 2Ch 8–9; 04689; Page  of 11 11

A. Everyone brought tribute annually.  

B. He had 4,000 stalls for horses and chariots.  

C. He had 12,000 horsemen.  

D. Verse 26 shows  

1. that Israel had a king who reigned over all the land  

2. that God promised to give to Abraham.  

a) Do not let premillennialists tell you  

b) that Israel never had a king over all the promised land.  

E. Silver was as common as stones.  

F. Egypt and other lands supplied the horses.  

XIII.Second Chronicles 9.29–31 • The Spirit Only Selected This Material  
 
29 Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, first and last, are they not written in 
the book of Nathan the prophet, in the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, and 
in the visions of Iddo the seer concerning Jeroboam the son of Nebat? 30 
Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel forty years. 31 Then Solomon 
rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David his father. And Re-
hoboam his son reigned in his place.  

A. The Bible gives us a brief overview of Solomon’s wisdom and kingdom.  

1. However, all of his acts were recorded, but  

2. they have not been preserved.  

B. Ezra introduces us here to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.  

1. He will be the one who gives Solomon a hard time, and  

2. Jeroboam had to flee the country and went to Egypt.  

a) He will come back later when Rehoboam is king and  

b) he will help bring on the division.  

C. As great as Solomon was, the Holy Spirit used Ezra to write only one sen-
tence to speak of Solomon’s death! 


