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The Third, Second, and Greatest Nations  
Where does America fit in?  

Daniel 2.44  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • January 2, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2022  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Hebrews 12.25–29 
Song Leader and Song Suggestions:  

Prelude:  

I. Which has been the greatest nation on earth?  

Persuasion:  

I. Third Greatest – America  

A. My opinion  

1. Some will say why did you put her so low?  

2. Some will say why did you put her so high?  

B. Some would argue:  

1. Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, et al.  

C. I am biased.  

1. America has built upon what other nations have done.  

2. The United States of America would not be what it is today  

a) if other nations had not gone before us,  

b) showing us what is best and  

c) what is wrong.  

(1) We are great because of that, but  

(2) that also means those nations were great.  

D. We tend to measure America’s greatness because of  

1. Her type of government,  

2. Her advances in technology, and  
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3. Her advances in medicine.  

a) Those things and other items do place us way out in front.  

b) They make America the third greatest nation on the earth, so far.  

E. Our beginning, and  

1. much of our practice since then,  

2. was built on belief in God, and  

3. God has blessed us for it:   
 
12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD…  
 
 – Psalm 33.12a  

4. Is America without sin? Of course not.  

5. Is anyone without sin? Of course not.  

a) Yet, we believe that God blesses us.  

b) He blesses us because  

(1) of his grace,  

(a) not our perfection,  

(b) which does not exist.  

(2) America is the same way.  

(a) We acknowledge him and  

(b) Psalm 33 says he blesses us for it.  

6. Our acknowledgement of God:  

a) The Declaration of Independence  

(1) From England, but not from  
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(a) God,  

(b) law,  

(c) reasonableness,  

(d) respect,  

(e) thoughtfulness,  

(f) decency, etc.  

b) The Declaration also acknowledges God by saying:  
 
“Nature’s God”  
 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalien-
able Rights”  
 
“appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentions”  
 
“And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the 
protection of Divine Providence”  

c) The Constitution states:  
 
“Done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States 
present the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven”  

d) Our Nation Motto: “In God We Trust”  

e) Countless other acknowledgements  

F. Yet,  

1. for the greatness of all those things,  

2. another nation had things far greater.  



The Third, Second, and Greatest Nations; 04699; Page  of 4 8

II. The Second Greatest – Israel  

A. Existed as a fulfillment of promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

1. Exodus 19 showed partly what God wanted with that nation.  

2. This shows what made Israel much greater than America:  
 
5 “‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My 
covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; 
for all the earth is Mine. 6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation.’”  
 
– Exodus 19.5–6a  

B. God entrusted Israel  

1. with the word of God,  

2. which she gave to the world:  
 
1 What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumci-
sion? 2 Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were committed 
the oracles of God.  
 
– Romans 3.1–2 

C. God used Israel to give the world Jesus the Christ, the Savior of the world.  

1. America and all other nations cannot compete with those things!  

2. Ancient Israel was greater than modern America.  

a) How then can we go higher, for Israel was only the Second Greatest?  

b) Is there a nation we can say is the greatest, surpassing even Israel?  

(1) Daniel 2 – Nebuchadnezzar’s dream revealed something greater:  
 
44 “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall 
not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume 
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all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.”  
 
– Daniel 2.44  

(2) That was said although Israel had been on the earth.  

(a) God would set up something greater than Israel.  

(b) Revelation 11.15 shows  

i) that kingdom consuming other kingdoms:  
 
15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud 
voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world have 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He 
shall reign forever and ever!”  
 
– Revelation 11.15  

ii) I am here to tell you  

iii) that what Daniel prophesied has happened.  

(1) The greatest nation  

(2) that will ever be on earth is now here.  

D. This morning I showed you: “The Great, The Greater, and The Greatest,”  

1. referring to Abraham, Melchizedek, and Jesus.  

2. However, I left out a man, whom I want to introduce now.  

a) He was greater than Melchizedek, but not greater than Jesus.  

b) What Jesus said about this man also shows a nation greater than Israel:  
 
11 “Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has 
not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”  
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– Matthew 11.11  

(1) Abraham was a great man.  

(2) Melchizedek was greater than Abraham.  

(3) John the Baptizer surpassed even Melchizedek.  

(4) That makes Jesus the supra-greatest Man.  

3. Yet, Jesus said people in the kingdom of heaven surpass John!  

III.The Greatest – The Church  

A. Heaven extends its reach to earth and the church is what we see.  

1. The kingdom of heaven  

a) that John and Jesus preached  

b) is the church.  

2. If you are in the church,  

a) you are greater than John!  

b) Now listen to why the church exceeds all nations,  

(1) even the United States of America and ancient Israel.  

B. Acts 20.28  
 
28 “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which 
He purchased with His own blood.”  

1. He did not purchase Israel with his own blood.  

2. He did not purchase the United States of America with his own blood.  

C. Ephesians 1.20–23 Hence greater than even America  
 
20 …[God] raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in 
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the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
that which is to come. 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave 
Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the full-
ness of Him who fills all in all.  

D. Hebrews 12.18–29 Hence greater than even Israel  
 
18 For you have not come to the mountain that may be touched and that 
burned with fire, and to blackness and darkness and tempest, 19 and the 
sound of a trumpet and the voice of words, so that those who heard it 
begged that the word should not be spoken to them anymore. 20 (For they 
could not endure what was commanded: “And if so much as a beast touch-
es the mountain, it shall be stoned or shot with an arrow.” 21 And so terri-
fying was the sight that Moses said, “I am exceedingly afraid and 
trembling.”) 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the liv-
ing God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, 23 
to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in 
heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, 24 
to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling 
that speaks better things than that of Abel. 25 See that you do not refuse 
Him who speaks. For if they did not escape who refused Him who spoke on 
earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him who 
speaks from heaven, 26 whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has 
promised, saying, “Yet once more I shake not only the earth, but also heav-
en.” 27 Now this, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of those things 
that are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which 
cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a king-
dom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve 
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 29 For our God is a consum-
ing fire.  

Exhortation:  

I. You were born as an American.  

A. You did not have a choice.  

B. It happened naturally by birth.  

1. Some of you were not born as Americans.  
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2. You became an American by choice.  

a) The native born and the citizens by choice,  

b) love America and want to live here for the rest of their lives.  

C. However, to remain a citizen of America or any nation, and  

1. not become a citizen of heaven,  

2. you fall short.  

a) Why remain outside when you do not have to?  

II. To become a citizen of the church,  

A. it is your choice, but  

B. it also happens by birth. 


