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Enjoy Life by Recognizing God’s Gifts  
If we forget God, we cannot enjoy life fully  

Ecclesiastes 5.18–6.12 
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • January 16, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2022  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – Ecclesiastes 5.10–12 
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. Solomon painted a negative picture of riches in Ecclesiastes 5.10–17.  

A. Does that make wealth evil?  

B. Shall we consider the rich man a sinful man?  

II. Listen to what Solomon said about this issue.  

Persuasion:  

I. Ecclesiastes 5.18–20 • Enjoy What God Has Given You  
 
18 Here is what I have seen: It is good and fitting for one to eat and drink, and 
to enjoy the good of all his labor in which he toils under the sun all the days of 
his life which God gives him; for it is his heritage. 19 As for every man to 
whom God has given riches and wealth, and given him power to eat of it, to 
receive his heritage and rejoice in his labor—this is the gift of God. 20 For he 
will not dwell unduly on the days of his life, because God keeps him busy with 
the joy of his heart.  

A. Enjoy what you have.  

1. God gave it to you.  

2. Solomon had billions, and  

a) he enjoyed it when he kept things in perspective and  

b) understood why God gives wealth.  

(1) God does not give sinful things.  

(2) The sin comes when we do not view wealth properly.  

(a) Some of the best people who have ever lived had nothing.  

(b) Some of the best people who have ever lived had everything.  

i) It does not matter how much you have or do not have.  
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ii) What matters is whether you recognize God as the Giver.  

B. You work to earn a paycheck.  

1. Enjoy what you can buy.  

2. If you are rich, you have no need of guilt.  

a) If you expect riches to satisfy your soul,  

b) then you should feel guilty.  

(1) If you become stingy,  

(2) you should feel guilty.  

C. What you have earned is the gift of God.  

1. That does not endorse sinful ways to get rich.  

2. It does not approve of covetousness.  

D. If you have the right attitude  

1. toward your riches and  

2. most of all toward God,  

a) you will not dwell unduly on the days of your life, because  

b) God will keep you busy doing good things,  

(1) filling your heart with joy.  

(2) It will not matter to you whether you have little or much.  

E. Follow the wisdom of Solomon in the Book of Ecclesiastes and  

1. you shall see beauty and  

2. you will not wonder about the days of your life.  

II. Ecclesiastes 6.1–2 • Inability to Enjoy  
 
1 There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is common among 
men: 2 A man to whom God has given riches and wealth and honor, so that he 
lacks nothing for himself of all he desires; yet God does not give him power to 
eat of it, but a foreigner consumes it. This is vanity, and it is an evil affliction.  



Enjoy Life by Recognizing God’s Gifts; Ecc 5.18–6.12; 04704; Page  of 3 8

A. This contrasts with what Solomon said in Ecclesiastes 5.18–20.  

B. Here is a common evil under the sun:  

1. God gives a man everything he wants and desires.  

2. However, God does not give that man the ability to enjoy what he has.  

a) Instead a foreigner or someone else enjoys it.  

b) Again, that problem arises from the person who abuses wealth.  

(1) Abuse wealth or acquire it unrighteously, and  

(2) it shall destroy your life:  
 
1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are 
coming upon you! 2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments 
are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded, and their 
corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like 
fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days. 4 Indeed the 
wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept 
back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the reapers have reached 
the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 5 You have lived on the earth in 
pleasure and luxury; you have fattened your hearts as in a day of 
slaughter. 6 You have condemned, you have murdered the just; he 
does not resist you.  
 
– James 5.1–6  

C. God did not design us to find satisfaction in wealth.  

D. He did not design us to make our lives all about wealth.  

1. Therefore, that person cannot enjoy his wealth.  

2. Riches apart from God are vanity and an evil affliction.  

a) You are the master and wealth is the slave.  

b) Do not let wealth become the master, for  

(1) if you do it will make you its slave.  

(2) You will serve it and die.  
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III.Ecclesiastes 6.3–6 • A Dissatisfied Soul  
 
3 If a man begets a hundred children and lives many years, so that the days of 
his years are many, but his soul is not satisfied with goodness, or indeed he has 
no burial, I say that a stillborn child is better than he— 4 for it comes in vanity 
and departs in darkness, and its name is covered with darkness. 5 Though it has 
not seen the sun or known anything, this has more rest than that man, 6 even if 
he lives a thousand years twice—but has not seen goodness. Do not all go to 
one place?  

A. Imagine a man who does so well in life  

1. that he has 100 children, and  

2. that he lives many years, but  

a) his soul does not find satisfaction.  

b) Goodness does not enter his heart to give him satisfaction.  

(1) Perhaps he has no burial, because  

(2) no one would give him one.  

(a) He did not care for anyone and  

(b) no one cares for him when he dies.  

i) How sad is that?  

ii) What good was wealth to him?  

3. A stillborn child has it better than that man.  

a) A stillborn child comes in vanity and departs in darkness.  

b) That stillborn child did not see the good things of this life, but  

(1) that child has more rest than the rich man  

(2) who cannot enjoy his things.  

(a) If you have wealth but  

(b) miss the point of life,  

i) all will become vanity to you and  
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ii) a grasping for the wind.  

B. Let’s assume that rich man even lives two thousand years, but  

1. if he has not seen goodness during those years,  

2. what good was it to live long?  

a) The stillborn child and the old man  

b) both end up in the same place.  

(1) The stillborn child had nothing.  

(2) The rich man had everything.  

(a) Yet, the stillborn child has everything in God’s presence.  

(b) The rich man has nothing as he suffers in eternity.  

IV. Ecclesiastes 6.7–9 • What Feeds the Body Does Not Feed the Soul  
 
7 All the labor of man is for his mouth,  
 And yet the soul is not satisfied.  
8 For what more has the wise man than the fool?  
 What does the poor man have,  
 Who knows how to walk before the living?  
9 Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of desire.  
 This also is vanity and grasping for the wind.  

A. Should we work and accumulate things?  

1. Remember that all our labor is for our mouths,  

a) meaning that it is for our bodies or  

b) other things that are strictly materialistic.  

(1) That is not necessarily a bad thing, for  

(2) God designed like that way.  

(a) We have to survive in this life by working at a job.  

(b) Other things fulfill the needs of the spirit of man.  

2. We feed our mouths with our job, but  
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a) not our souls.  

b) Something else satisfies the soul.  

B. Does the wise man have something more than the fool?  

1. Yes, but it has nothing to do with things.  

2. Can he possess something far more valuable than the rich man?  

C. Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of desire.  

1. The wise man is content with what he has  

2. rather than looking elsewhere for satisfaction.  

a) Better to accept what we have  

b) than wishing we had what someone else has.  

(1) Otherwise, it is vanity and grasping for the wind.  

(2) If your eyes wander,  

(a) they will never stop wandering.  

(b) You will always want more,  

i) even after you have acquired  

ii) what you thought would bring a satisfied soul.  

3. Remember what Solomon said back in 5.10:  
 
10 He who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver;  
 Nor he who loves abundance, with increase.  
 This also is vanity.  

a) What he said does not stop with money.  

b) Nothing of this world will give lasting and total satisfaction.  

(1) They were not designed to, because  

(2) you are a spirit housed in a body.  

V. Ecclesiastes 6.10–12 • What Makes Man Better?  
 
10 Whatever one is, he has been named already,  
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 For it is known that he is man;  
 And he cannot contend with Him who is mightier than he.  
11 Since there are many things that increase vanity,  
 How is man the better?  
 
12 For who knows what is good for man in life, all the days of his vain life 
which he passes like a shadow? Who can tell a man what will happen after him 
under the sun?  

A. Verse 10 is another way of saying there is nothing new under the sun.  

1. Name something new and  

2. we can name something that has already been.  

B. Man is man regardless of his vast wealth or his extreme poverty.  

1. There were fools then,  

2. there are fools now.  

a) There were wise then,  

b) there are wise now.  

C. Man is mere man and  

1. cannot contend with God  

2. who is mightier than man.  

D. Many things increase vanity (v. 11), but  

1. how many of them  

2. make men and women better?  

E. Contemplate the questions of verse 12 for the following week.  

1. Who knows what is good for man in this life?  

2. Who knows what is good for man during his short time on earth?  

3. Who can tell a man what comes after life under the sun?  

a) You know the answer.  

b) Therefore, fear him  
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(1) who knows and  

(2) does those things.  

(a) Find satisfaction in him.  

(b) Enjoy the good things of your life  

i) by acknowledging them as his gifts.  

Exhortation:  

I. Think on these quotes:  
 
“The poor think all their problems will be solved with more money, and the 
rich have problems because of their money!” (Weirsbe, p. 439).  
 
 
Stuff Doesn’t Work  
 
Wealth, possessions and honor? All trash.  
Hundred kids, thousand years? Balderdash.  
 Since I cannot contend  
 with the mighty Transcend,  
all that’s left is some trivial crash.  
 
– http://www.biblebuslimericks.com/limerick.php?id=2979  

II. If you know the answers to verse 12, but  

A. you have not yet started to follow Jesus,  

B. start today.  

III.The Lord fulfills our longings and makes life what it is supposed to be:  
 
28 “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My 
burden is light.”  
 
– Matthew 11.28–30 

http://www.biblebuslimericks.com/limerick.php?id=2979

