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A Man Who Had Seen Everything  
What would you conclude about life if you had seen everything?   

Ecclesiastes 7.15–29  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • January 30, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2022  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Ecclesiastes 7.13–14  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. If you were in your senior years and  

A. through wisdom you had tried to understand the meaning of life,  

B. what would you conclude?  

1. What would be your observations?  

2. What advice would you give to the young?  

II. We know what Solomon said in that situation, and  

A. the Holy Spirit wanted Solomon’s  

B. observations and advice in the Scriptures.  

Persuasion:  

I. Ecclesiastes 7.15a • Solomon Had Seen Everything  
 
15a I have seen everything in my days of vanity… 

A. Solomon had seen enough to make observations,  

1. just as you have.  

2. You do not have to live as long as Methuselah  

a) before you can see enough of life to make some conclusions.  

b) In principle, you have probably already seen everything.  

B. Interestingly, he labeled his time on earth as “days of vanity.”  

1. Scan over your life and  

2. see how much of it has been vanity.  

a) Yes, there have been meaningful things, but  
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b) much has been vanity.  

(1) What about your time before becoming a Christian?  

(2) What about now?  

C. Now listen to the things  

1. that he saw and  

2. what he concluded.  

II. Ecclesiastes 7.15b–18 • Perishing in Righteousness; Living in Wickedness  
 
15b There is a just man who perishes in his righteousness,  
  And there is a wicked man who prolongs life in his wickedness.  
16  Do not be overly righteous,  
  Nor be overly wise:  
  Why should you destroy yourself?  
17  Do not be overly wicked,  
  Nor be foolish:  
  Why should you die before your time?  
18  It is good that you grasp this,  
  And also not remove your hand from the other;  
  For he who fears God will escape them all.  

A. Here again,  

1. Solomon revealed the most important thing in life, and  

2. if you do what he says,  

a) your life will not be a life of vanity, but  

b) your life will have more meaning than you ever imagined possible.  

(1) More on that later, for  

(2) he said something that summarizes our purpose on earth.  

B. Solomon saw these two things happen:  

1. A just man perish in his righteousness.  

2. A wicked man prolong his life in his wickedness.  

C. From that Solomon concluded:  
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1. Do not be overly righteous,  

2. nor be overly wise.  

a) Otherwise, you may destroy yourself.  

b) If you give yourself wholly to righteousness, in other words  

(1) be prepared to die early.  

(2) Does righteousness mean that much to you?  

(a) Does that frighten you?  

(b) If so, do not go to the extreme.  

i) Others are saying,  

ii) I will never back down from my righteousness.  

(1) Good for you!  

(2) God increase your number, because  

(a) in these increasingly secular days, and  

(b) antagonism toward God and the church,  

(c) some of us may be required to give our lives.  

3. Do not be overly wicked,  

a) nor be foolish.  

b) You may have seen someone lengthening his life  

(1) through his wickedness, but  

(2) know that is the exception.  

(a) Give yourself wholly to wickedness, and  

(b) you will die before your time.  

i) Do not be wicked or foolish at all, but  

ii) since we all sin and do foolish things,  

(1) be sure that you do not give yourself totally  

(2) to wickedness and foolishness,  
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(a) otherwise, you may find it impossible to come back.  

D. It is good if you can grasp what Solomon said, because  

1. he was not endorsing a little bit of wickedness,  

2. nor was he endorsing a half-hearted life of righteousness.  

E. It is also good not to remove your hand from the other.  

1. Stay in touch with both sides.  

a) If you go totally into a life of sin and  

(1) remove yourself from all righteous people,  

(2) you will be sorry.  

b) If you go totally into a life of righteousness and  

(1) remove yourself from all wicked people,  

(2) you will have no influence in the world.  

(a) Remember what the Lord Jesus taught:  
 
13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, 
how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 14 You are the 
light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.”  
 
– Matthew 5.13–14  

(b) Or what Paul told our Corinthian brethren:  
 
9 I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexu-
ally immoral people. 10 Yet I certainly did not mean with the 
sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or 
extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out 
of the world.  
 
– 1 Corinthians 5.9–10  

2. In other words,  

a) be righteous, but  
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b) not for your own sake only.  

F. Then Solomon brought up a key truth.  

1. The one who fears God will escape them all.  

2. Be sure that your top goal in life is to fear God and you will do well.  

a) More on that in another sermon from Ecclesiastes.  

III.Ecclesiastes 7.19–20 • The Strength of Wisdom  
 
19  Wisdom strengthens the wise  
  More than ten rulers of the city.  
20  For there is not a just man on earth who does good  
  And does not sin.  

A. The wise do far more for a city  

1. than ten rulers of that city can.  

2. Do not underestimate the value and power  

a) of your wisdom from God.  

b) Even if you are not in a prominent position of influence,  

(1) do not think  

(2) you cannot do good.  

(a) You have an influence with some people  

(b) of which you may not know.  

3. Remember that Jesus said  

a) you are the salt of the earth and  

b) you are the light of the world.  

(1) That is not just me trying to be encouraging,  

(2) that is the absolute fact from the Creator himself.  

B. Wisdom is so helpful because  

1. among those ten rulers not one of them is without sin.  
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2. His political opponents will exploit his sin.  

a) You cannot find one just man on the earth who does not sin.  

b) Any ruler,  

(1) regardless of how good he is and  

(2) how much good he does,  

(a) he is still a sinner.  

(b) That is true  

i) of church members,  

ii) including preachers, teachers, elders, et al.  

IV. Ecclesiastes 7.21–22 • Do Not Take People’s Words to Heart  
 
21  Also do not take to heart everything people say,  
  Lest you hear your servant cursing you.  
22  For many times, also, your own heart has known  
  That even you have cursed others.  

A. You may have the wisdom  

1. that is better than ten rulers of a city, but  

2. no one lives flawlessly.  

a) Consequently, you will hear someone  

b) curse, criticize, and complain about you.  

B. Do not take it to heart.  

1. If you do,  

a) you will hear someone cursing you and  

b) it will ruin you.  

2. Yet, that person may not have said it with a full heart as you took it.  

a) He will have forgotten it himself later.  

b) He may have been frustrated.  
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(1) Haven’t you said things about others  

(2) when you were momentarily frustrated?  

3. Keep in mind, that you also have cursed others.  

a) You have cursed others many times.  

b) How much did you mean it?  

(1) For how long did you remember it?  

(2) Did you regret it later?  

C. Even as you should treat a compliment like perfume,  

1. not swallowing it, but  

2. smelling it,  

a) so treat cursings the same way.  

b) Then they will not destroy you.  

V. Ecclesiastes 7.23–25 • Tested By Wisdom  
 
23  All this I have proved by wisdom.  
  I said, “I will be wise”;  
  But it was far from me.  
24  As for that which is far off and exceedingly deep,  
  Who can find it out?  
25  I applied my heart to know,  
  To search and seek out wisdom and the reason of things,  
  To know the wickedness of folly,  
  Even of foolishness and madness.  

A. Solomon tested all these things he addressed by wisdom.  

1. He wanted to be wise in all these matters.  

2. Yet, even the great wise man Solomon could not achieve such a goal.  

B. Some things are just far off and exceedingly deep.  

1. Solomon did not let what he knew make him arrogant.  

2. It humbled him that he did not know much.  
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a) There are some smart people who are experts in their fields and  

b) they think that makes them experts in other fields.  

(1) However, no one can know everything.  

(2) As he had said earlier in Ecclesiastes chapter one, so he said again,  

(a) he applied his heart  

i) to know,  

ii) to search and  

iii) to seek out wisdom and  

(1) the reason for things,  

(2) the wickedness of folly, foolishness, and madness.  

VI.Ecclesiastes 7.26–29 • Man Seeks Many Schemes  
 
26  And I find more bitter than death  
  The woman whose heart is snares and nets,  
  Whose hands are fetters.  
  He who pleases God shall escape from her,  
  But the sinner shall be trapped by her.  
27  “Here is what I have found,” says the Preacher,  
  “Adding one thing to the other to find out the reason,  
28  Which my soul still seeks but I cannot find:  
  One man among a thousand I have found,  
  But a woman among all these I have not found.  
29  Truly, this only I have found:  
  That God made man upright,  
  But they have sought out many schemes.”  

A. As bitter as death is,  

1. Solomon found something worse;  

2. the woman whose heart is a snare and a net,  

a) whose hands are fetters.  

b) He spoke of the seductress.  

(1) To fall into the trap of adultery  
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(2) is worse than death.  

(a) Perhaps he remembered his father.  

(b) Everything that happened to David,  

i) may not happen to us when we commit adultery, but  

ii) know that something or many things will.  

3. However, one kind of man will avoid that and another will not.  

a) The God-pleaser shall escape her, but  

b) not the sinner who shall be trapped by her.  

(1) The world knows nothing of  

(a) knowing God,  

(b) pleasing God, and  

(c) fearing God.  

(2) That is why our great society is in a mess.  

(a) And that is why I said when I began this series,  

(b) that I wish everyone in America could hear Ecclesiastes.  

B. Anyway, that led Solomon to a discovery.  

1. Remember he kept adding one thing to another  

2. to find out something by reason.  

a) His soul kept searching for something, but  

b) he could not find it.  

(1) He could find one man among a thousand, but  

(2) a woman among all those he could not find.  

C. Did Solomon mean men were better than women?  

1. Finding one man among a thousand is hardly complimentary of men!  

2. No, among a thousand men and a thousand women,  

a) he only found one man who was totally what God wanted him to be.  
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b) Solomon explained himself further in verse 29.  

(1) God made man upright, but  

(2) they have sought out many schemes.  

(a) How many ways have we devised  

(b) to depart from God or  

i) to depart from righteousness?  

ii) I am fully persuaded  

(1) that man has his heart set fully  

(2) to do the opposite of what God teaches.  

Exhortation:  

I. These are the things Solomon had seen in his days of vanity.  

A. Where do we fall among his observations?  

B. Let it be said that we sought to fear God.  

II. Nothing surpasses your relationship with God.  

A. Do you fear God?  

B. Do you want him now?  
 
Plan of Salvation – Acts 2.38 


