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How to Become Mighty  
Second Chronicles 27–28  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • February 13, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2022  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Jackson Meyer – Second Chronicles 26.22–23  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

I. Second Chronicles 27.1–2 • Righteous King, Corrupt People  
 
27.1 Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned 
sixteen years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jerushah the daughter of 
Zadok. 2 And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all 
that his father Uzziah had done (although he did not enter the temple of the 
LORD). But still the people acted corruptly.  

A. He only lived to be 41 years old!  

1. Yet, in that time,  

2. Ezra wrote that he did what was right in the sight of the Lord,  

a) just as his father Uzziah had,  

b) with the exception of going into the temple.  

B. Unfortunately, the people did not follow his example.  

1. They continued in their corruption.  

2. Leaders have a great influence on the people they lead, but  

a) if a previous leader has led them astray,  

b) it will be difficult to bring those people back to the right.  

II. Second Chronicles 27.3–5 • A Righteous King’s Victories  

A. He had many building projects:  

1. The Upper Gate on the house of the Lord  

2. The wall of Ophel  

3. Cities in the mountains of Judah  

4. Fortresses and towers in the forests  

B. He also fought the Ammonites,  
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1. descendants of Lot and one of his daughters.  

2. Unfortunately, they did not follow in the belief of Lot.  

C. Therefore, the Ammonites paid tribute to Jotham for three years:  

1. One hundred talents of silver  

2. Ten thousand kors of wheat  

3. Ten thousand kors of barley  

a) A kor is about 250 liters.  

b) 10,000 x 250 = 2,500,000 

III. Second Chronicles 27.6–9 • How to Become Mighty  
 
6 So Jotham became mighty, because he prepared his ways before the LORD 
his God.  

A. Prepare your ways before the Lord our God and  

1. you shall become mighty.  
 
3 Trust in the LORD, and do good;  
 Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  
4 Delight yourself also in the LORD,  
 And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  
5 Commit your way to the LORD,  
 Trust also in Him,  
 And He shall bring it to pass.  
 
 – Psalm 37.3–5  

2. Proverbs 16.3  
 
3 Commit your works to the LORD,  
 And your thoughts will be established. 
 
 – Proverbs 16.3  

B. Does that not make sense?  
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1. He created everything.  

2. He knows you.  

3. He knows how men and women do best.  

4. He controls everything in our society and lives.  

a) He can allow things to go bad, or  

b) he can direct that things go well.  

(1) Therefore, commit your ways to the Lord, and  

(2) watch what he does in your life.  

C. Too bad that he did not live longer because  

1. his son did not follow in his ways, but  

2. went totally in the way of the kings of Israel.  

IV. Second Chronicles 28.1–4 • How Not to Become Mighty  
 
28.1 Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen 
years in Jerusalem; and he did not do what was right in the sight of the LORD, 
as his father David had done.  

A. This king did not live long either, but  

1. it was because of his wickedness.  

2. We all die.  

a) Some will die young.  

b) Some will die old.  

(1) Some will die in wickedness.  

(2) Some will die in righteousness.  

(a) We do not have a choice on when we die or  

(b) of what we shall die, but  

i) we do have a choice  

ii) of our spiritual condition at death.  
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B. Ezra compares Ahaz to King David,  

1. since he descended from David.  

2. The Books of Kings do this more often than the Books of the Chronicles.  

a) David had his errors, but  

(1) he never worshiped any false and dead god.  

(2) He was always loyal to the Lord.  

b) When he sinned,  

(1) he confessed it and  

(2) turned back to the Lord.  

C. Ahaz did what the kings of Israel did and  

1. made images for the Baals,  

2. burned incense to a false god, and  

3. burned his children in the fire,  

a) probably to the god Molech.  

b) How can even evil people do such things?  

(1) Yet, when a person or nation  

(2) turns its back on the Lord,  

(a) they will begin to do all kinds of things,  

(b) that just a few years ago would have been unthinkable.  

i) Any place that he could find to worship an idol,  

ii) he did it,  

(1) whether on a high place,  

(2) in the hills, or  

(3) under a green tree.  

V. Second Chronicles 28.5–8 • Suffering for Wrong  
 
5 Therefore the LORD his God delivered him into the hand of the king of Syr-
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ia. They defeated him, and carried away a great multitude of them as captives, 
and brought them to Damascus. Then he was also delivered into the hand of 
the king of Israel, who defeated him with a great slaughter. 6 For Pekah the 
son of Remaliah killed one hundred and twenty thousand in Judah in one day, 
all valiant men, because they had forsaken the LORD God of their fathers… 8 
And the children of Israel carried away captive of their brethren two hundred 
thousand women, sons, and daughters; and they also took away much spoil 
from them, and brought the spoil to Samaria.  

A. Since he wanted to worship the gods of the nations,  

1. the Lord handed him over to the nations.  

B. Since he wanted to worship the gods of Israel,  

1. the Lord handed him over to Israel.  

C. In each case, he suffered greatly.  

1. Look at verse 6:  

a) The king of Israel, Pekah, killed  

b) 120,000 of Judah in one day.  

2. Here are the stats on the atomic bombing of Hiroshima:  

a) 20,000 soldiers  

b) 70,000–126,000 civilians  

D. Also, verse 8 shows  

1. that Israel took 200,000 women, sons, and daughters of Judah’s warriors 
into captivity,  

2. along with a large amount of spoil.  

E. Verses 5 and 6 state plainly why this happened:  

1. The Lord God delivered Judah into the hands of Syria.  

2. This all happened because they had forsaken the Lord God of their fathers.  

VI. Second Chronicles 28.9–11 • Do Not Go into a Rage  
 
9 But a prophet of the LORD was there, whose name was Oded; and he went 
out before the army that came to Samaria, and said to them: “Look, because 
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the LORD God of your fathers was angry with Judah, He has delivered them 
into your hand; but you have killed them in a rage that reaches up to heaven. 
10 And now you propose to force the children of Judah and Jerusalem to be 
your male and female slaves; but are you not also guilty before the LORD your 
God? 11 Now hear me, therefore, and return the captives, whom you have 
taken captive from your brethren, for the fierce wrath of the LORD is upon 
you.”  

A. Israel defeated Judah only because God was angry with Judah, but  

B. Israel also had massive sin problems before God.  

1. Therefore, they had no right to go into a rage against Judah,  

2. who were, after all, their brethren.  

a) Israel made their own situation worse  

b) by seeking to make the captives slaves.  

(1) That caused the wrath of God to be upon Israel.  

(2) Therefore, the unnamed prophet told them  

(a) to return the captives back to their home.  

VII.Second Chronicles 28.12–13 • Recognition of Guilt  
 
12 Then some of the heads of the children of Ephraim…stood up against those 
who came from the war, 13 and said to them, “You shall not bring the captives 
here, for we already have offended the LORD. You intend to add to our sins 
and to our guilt; for our guilt is great, and there is fierce wrath against Israel.”  

A. They understood what was at stake and  

B. they understood their own situation.  

1. They understood the Lord,  

2. that his wrath was near to being poured out on Israel.  

VIII.Second Chronicles 28.14–15 • Feeding Your Enemy  
 
14 So the armed men left the captives and the spoil before the leaders and all 
the assembly. 15 Then the men who were designated by name rose up and 
took the captives, and from the spoil they clothed all who were naked among 
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them, dressed them and gave them sandals, gave them food and drink, and 
anointed them; and they let all the feeble ones ride on donkeys. So they 
brought them to their brethren at Jericho, the city of palm trees. Then they re-
turned to Samaria.  

A. Israel actually did what was right!  

B. They fed and clothed their enemy:  
 
21 If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; 
  And if he is thirsty, give him water to drink;  
22 For so you will heap coals of fire on his head,  
  And the LORD will reward you.  
 
  – Proverbs 25.21–22  

C. Paul quoted Solomon in the Book of Romans and explained it more:  
 
17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all 
men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all 
men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; 
for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 There-
fore  
 
  “If your enemy is hungry, feed him;  
  If he is thirsty, give him a drink;  
  For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.”  
 
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  
 
– Romans 12.17–21  

IX. Second Chronicles 28.16–12 • Failing to Learn  
 
16 At the same time King Ahaz sent to the kings of Assyria to help him. 17 For 
again the Edomites had come, attacked Judah, and carried away captives. 18 
The Philistines also had invaded the cities of the lowland and of the South of 
Judah, and had taken Beth Shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, Sochoh with its vil-
lages, Timnah with its villages, and Gimzo with its villages; and they dwelt 
there. 19 For the LORD brought Judah low because of Ahaz king of Israel, for 
he had encouraged moral decline in Judah and had been continually unfaithful 
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to the LORD. 20 Also Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria came to him and distressed 
him, and did not assist him. 21 For Ahaz took part of the treasures from the 
house of the LORD, from the house of the king, and from the leaders, and he 
gave it to the king of Assyria; but he did not help him.  

A. The kingdom of Israel was doing right for Judah, but  

B. the king of Judah continued to look everywhere for help,  

1. except for the Lord.  

2. Why do we as humans insist on going to someone else beside the Lord?  
 
Thus says the LORD:  
 
 “What injustice have your fathers found in Me,  
 That they have gone far from Me,  
 Have followed idols,  
 And have become idolaters?”  
 
 – Jeremiah 2.5 
 
 
 “O My people, what have I done to you?  
 And how have I wearied you?  
 Testify against Me.”  
 
 – Micah 6.3  

3. We make a severe mistake  

a) if we think that was just Israel’s problem.  

b) It is the world’s problem.  

C. King Ahaz had already suffered losses to Syria and Israel, but  

1. he did not learn.  

2. We all make mistakes, and  

a) some of those mistakes are sins, but  

b) the real question is: Do we learn from our mistakes?  
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3. The Edomites attacked him and took captives.  

4. The Philistines invaded many places, including Beth Shemesh.  

D. Verse 19 makes the case against King Ahaz clear:  

1. He encouraged moral decline in Judah and  

2. he continued in unfaithfulness to the Lord.  

E. In addition to Syria, Israel, Edom, and the Philistines,  

1. King Ahaz suffered at the hands of the king of Assyria, Tiglath-Pileser.  

2. King Ahaz sought his help, but  

a) because he did not seek help from the Lord,  

b) the Lord allowed Tiglath-Pileser  

(1) to distress Ahaz and not be a help him.  

(2) King Ahaz took treasures  

(a) from Solomon’s temple, and  

(b) from the leaders,  

i) giving the treasure to the Assyrians, but  

ii) to no avail.  

X. Second Chronicles 28.22–25 • Making it Worse  
 
22 Now in the time of his distress King Ahaz became increasingly unfaithful to 
the LORD. This is that King Ahaz. 23 For he sacrificed to the gods of Damascus 
which had defeated him, saying, “Because the gods of the kings of Syria help 
them, I will sacrifice to them that they may help me.” But they were the ruin 
of him and of all Israel. 24 So Ahaz gathered the articles of the house of God, 
cut in pieces the articles of the house of God, shut up the doors of the house 
of the LORD, and made for himself altars in every corner of Jerusalem. 25 And 
in every single city of Judah he made high places to burn incense to other 
gods, and provoked to anger the LORD God of his fathers.  

A. The Lord allowed Ahaz to suffer distress, yet,  

1. in all his distress  
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2. he became increasingly unfaithful to the Lord.  

a) His suffering made him look away from the Lord  

b) rather than looking to the Creator of the heavens and the earth for help.  

B. How did he make matters worse?  

1. He sacrificed to the gods of Damascus, the capital of Syria,  

2. thinking that those gods helped Syria,  

a) perhaps those gods would help Ahaz and Judah.  

C. Having turned his back on the Lord completely,  

1. he took the stuff out of the temple built by Solomon,  

2. cut those things up and  

a) used that material for serving idols.  

b) He closed the temple of the Lord.  

(1) He made altars to gods all over Jerusalem and  

(2) in every city of Judah,  

(a) he made places where the people could burn incense to idols.  

(b) It seemed like he wanted to do everything he could  

(c) to provoke the God of their fathers to anger.  

XI. Second Chronicles 28.26–27 • A Son Who Learned  
 
27b Then Hezekiah his son reigned in his place.  

A. What we have read did not give a full account of the evil of King Ahaz.  

B. It is hard to believe that this man descended from King David!  

1. Like all people, Ahaz died to meet his Maker.  

2. Even the people, who had become corrupt under his encouragement,  

a) would not honor him, for  

b) they would not bury him with the rest of the kings of Israel.  
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C. Then Ezra told us of the son of Ahaz,  

1. Hezekiah who will bring huge changes to Judah,  

2. bringing them back in favor with the Lord their God. 


