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God Prepares His People  
Second Chronicles 29–30  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • February 20, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2022  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Michael Crisp – Second Chronicles 28.26–27  

I. Second Chronicles 29.1–2 • A King Like David  
 
29.1 Hezekiah became king when he was twenty-five years old, and he 
reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Abijah the 
daughter of Zechariah. 2 And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, 
according to all that his father David had done.  

A. You can do the math and figured out his age at death.  

1. He passed away when he was 54 years old,  

2. although he was going to die at 39, but  

a) he pled with the Lord, and  

b) the Lord gave him an additional 15 years of life,  

(1) as told the Book of Isaiah.  

B. After the bad kings of Judah  

1. that we have seen so far,  

2. it is good to hear the Holy Spirit say  

a) that Hezekiah did what was right in the sight of the Lord,  

b) in the same way that David had done.  

II. Second Chronicles 29.3–11 • Hezekiah Opened the House of the Lord  
 
3 In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors of the 
house of the LORD and repaired them. 4 Then he brought in the priests and 
the Levites, and gathered them in the East Square, 5 and said to them: “Hear 
me, Levites! Now sanctify yourselves, sanctify the house of the LORD God of 
your fathers, and carry out the rubbish from the holy place. 6 For our fathers 
have trespassed and done evil in the eyes of the LORD our God; they have for-
saken Him, have turned their faces away from the dwelling place of the LORD, 
and turned their backs on Him. 7 They have also shut up the doors of the 
vestibule, put out the lamps, and have not burned incense or offered burnt of-
ferings in the holy place to the God of Israel. 8 Therefore the wrath of the 
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LORD fell upon Judah and Jerusalem, and He has given them up to trouble, to 
desolation, and to jeering, as you see with your eyes. 9 For indeed, because of 
this our fathers have fallen by the sword; and our sons, our daughters, and our 
wives are in captivity. 10 Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the 
LORD God of Israel, that His fierce wrath may turn away from us. 11 My sons, 
do not be negligent now, for the LORD has chosen you to stand before Him, to 
serve Him, and that you should minister to Him and burn incense.”  

A. He did not waste time redoing what his father had done.  

1. During the first month of the first year of his reign,  

2. he opened the doors to the house of the Lord and  

a) repaired them.  

b) That must have been a great sign  

(1) to the faithful in Judah  

(2) that they had a king who would honor God,  

(a) putting him first in his administration.  

(b) Praise the Lord when a nation has such a leader.  

B. He then spoke to the priests  

1. that they sanctify themselves and the house of God, and  

2. he even had to tell them to take out the rubbish  

a) that his own father had created in the holy temple of the Lord.  

C. He confessed the sins of their fathers, specifying their sins of  

1. doing evil in God’s sight,  

2. turning their faces away from the Lord’s dwelling place the temple,  

3. shutting up the doors,  

4. putting out the lamps,  

5. failing to burn incense, and  

6. failing to offer burnt offerings.  

D. At 25 years old, Hezekiah was perceptive enough to see  
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1. why Judah and Jerusalem had experienced  

a) trouble,  

b) desolation, and  

c) jeering.  

2. He could also understand  

a) why many of them had fallen by the sword and  

b) why many of them had gone into captivity.  

E. He knew that he had to take action  

1. to turn the fierce wrath of God away from them.  

2. Therefore, he instructed the priests  

a) not to be negligent, but  

b) to serve him.  

(1) The Lord chose them for this job, the king said.  

(2) He has also chosen us for certain things and we should do them.  

III. Second Chronicles 29.12–17 • Cleaning and Sanctifying the Temple  
 
15 And they gathered their brethren, sanctified themselves, and went accord-
ing to the commandment of the king, at the words of the LORD, to cleanse the 
house of the LORD. 16 Then the priests went into the inner part of the house 
of the LORD to cleanse it, and brought out all the debris that they found in the 
temple of the LORD to the court of the house of the LORD. And the Levites 
took it out and carried it to the Brook Kidron. 17 Now they began to sanctify 
on the first day of the first month, and on the eighth day of the month they 
came to the vestibule of the LORD. So they sanctified the house of the LORD 
in eight days, and on the sixteenth day of the first month they finished.  

A. Ezra listed 14 Levites who arose to do as King Hezekiah instructed.  

B. The 14 then gathered their Levitical brethren and  

1. they sanctified themselves, and  

2. set out to cleanse the house of the Lord.  
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C. There was debris in the temple and in the courtyard.  

1. Hezekiah’s father made a mess of the place.  

2. They disposed the refuse in the Brook Kidron.  

D. Then in verse 17,  

1. They began their sanctification work on the first day of the first month  

2. by sanctifying themselves, and  

a) on the eighth day they came to the vestibule, and  

b) started the work of sanctifying the house of the Lord,  

(1) finishing 16 days later.  

(2) How much debris was in there  

(a) that it took 14 men,  

(b) plus other helpers to clean the place up?  

IV. Second Chronicles 29.18–19 • All Things Cleansed  
 
18 Then they went in to King Hezekiah and said, “We have cleansed all the 
house of the LORD, the altar of burnt offerings with all its articles, and the ta-
ble of the showbread with all its articles. 19 Moreover all the articles which 
King Ahaz in his reign had cast aside in his transgression we have prepared 
and sanctified; and there they are, before the altar of the LORD.”  

A. They even sanctified the things that Hezekiah’s father had cast away,  

B. making them fit again for service before the Lord’s altar.  

V. Second Chronicles 29.20–30 • Worship Resumes  
 
20 Then King Hezekiah rose early, gathered the rulers of the city, and went up 
to the house of the LORD…  

A. King Hezekiah and the rulers of Jerusalem,  

1. began early the next day and  

2. went to the temple of the Lord,  
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a) bringing with them animals for sacrificing,  

b) ordering the priests to offer the animals on the altar.  

B. After killing the bulls,  

1. they took the blood and sprinkled it on the altar, and  

2. killing the rams also and doing the same thing with their blood.  

C. They also sacrificed goats for a sin offering for all of Israel.  

D. In verses 25–28, they organized another important part of worship:  

1. The Levites set up musical instruments that David had made and  

2. they gathered singers, and  

a) they honored the Lord with their songs,  

b) as everyone sang.  

E. Verses 29 and 30 also show them bowing and worshiping the Lord God.  

VI. Second Chronicles 29.31–35 • The Priests Needed Help  
 
31 Then Hezekiah answered and said, “Now that you have consecrated your-
selves to the LORD, come near, and bring sacrifices and thank offerings into 
the house of the LORD.” So the assembly brought in sacrifices and thank offer-
ings, and as many as were of a willing heart brought burnt offerings. … 34 But 
the priests were too few, so that they could not skin all the burnt offerings; 
therefore their brethren the Levites helped them until the work was ended and 
until the other priests had sanctified themselves, for the Levites were more 
diligent in sanctifying themselves than the priests…  

A. Hezekiah told the priests  

1. that since they had consecrated themselves,  

2. they were to draw near to the Lord in the temple, because  

a) they had been away from him, and  

b) for them to make sacrifices and thank offerings to the Lord.  

B. All people who had gathered  

1. brought sacrifices and thank offerings because  
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2. they had willing hearts.  

C. Many animals were involved,  

1. more than the priests could handle.  

2. Therefore, the Levites helped them  

a) until more priests had sanctified themselves, because  

b) interestingly, Ezra said that the Levites worked more diligently  

(1) in getting themselves ready to serve the Lord  

(2) than the priests had.  

VII.Second Chronicles 29.36 • Rejoicing for God’s Help  
 
36 Then Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced that God had prepared the peo-
ple, since the events took place so suddenly.  

A. While Hezekiah ordered the work to be done,  

B. they did all things according to the will of the Lord.  

1. However, they recognized God’s hand in it all.  

2. God prepared the people,  

a) their hearts had been touched, and  

b) this is how it all happened so quickly.  

VIII.Second Chronicles 30.1–5 • Inviting Others to Participate  
 
30.1 And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and also wrote letters to 
Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should come to the house of the LORD at 
Jerusalem, to keep the Passover to the LORD God of Israel. 2 For the king and 
his leaders and all the assembly in Jerusalem had agreed to keep the Passover 
in the second month. 3 For they could not keep it at the regular time, because 
a sufficient number of priests had not consecrated themselves, nor had the 
people gathered together at Jerusalem. 4 And the matter pleased the king and 
all the assembly. 5 So they resolved to make a proclamation throughout all Is-
rael, from Beersheba to Dan, that they should come to keep the Passover to 
the LORD God of Israel at Jerusalem, since they had not done it for a long 
time in the prescribed manner.  
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A. Hezekiah invited others from the kingdom of the north  

1. to join Judah at the house of the Lord  

2. that they might keep the Passover to the Lord.  

B. They had to keep the Passover during the second month  

1. rather than the first month, because  

2. enough priests had not sanctified themselves and  

3. the people had not been able to gather at Jerusalem during the first month.  

C. Numbers 9 made provision for when an Israelite could not keep the Sabbath  

1. in the first month on the fourteenth day  

2. that they could observe it a month later.  

D. Ezra stated  

1. that the northern kingdom had not  

2. kept the Passover in a long time.  

a) Jeroboam began the northern kingdom and  

b) immediately forsook the religion of Jehovah God in 931 BC.  

(1) Hezekiah became king in 715 BC.  

(2) For 216 years they had not kept it.  

(a) Undoubtedly during the idolatrous years of Ahaz,  

(b) not many in Judah had it kept either.  

IX. Second Chronicles 30.6–9 • Return to the Lord, He Will Return to You  
 
6 Then the runners went throughout all Israel and Judah with the letters from 
the king and his leaders, and spoke according to the command of the king: 
“Children of Israel, return to the LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel; 
then He will return to the remnant of you who have escaped from the hand of 
the kings of Assyria. 7 And do not be like your fathers and your brethren, who 
trespassed against the LORD God of their fathers, so that He gave them up to 
desolation, as you see. 8 Now do not be stiff-necked, as your fathers were, but 
yield yourselves to the LORD; and enter His sanctuary, which He has sancti-
fied forever, and serve the LORD your God, that the fierceness of His wrath 
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may turn away from you. 9 For if you return to the LORD, your brethren and 
your children will be treated with compassion by those who lead them cap-
tive, so that they may come back to this land; for the LORD your God is gra-
cious and merciful, and will not turn His face from you if you return to Him.”  

A. Hezekiah sought to include the wayward brethren from up north.  

1. He encouraged them to return to the Lord and  

2. the Lord would return to them,  

a) even after two centuries of having forsaken him!  

B. He encouraged them not to be like their fathers,  

1. who had gone astray and  

2. brought Israel’s troubles upon them.  

C. He also urged them  

1. not to be stiff-necked, but  

2. to yield themselves to their God,  

a) explaining that he is gracious and merciful and  

b) would cause them to receive compassion from their Assyrian captors.  

X. Second Chronicles 30.10–16 • Some Will Mock  
 
10 So the runners passed from city to city through the country of Ephraim and 
Manasseh, as far as Zebulun; but they laughed at them and mocked them. 11 
Nevertheless some from Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun humbled themselves 
and came to Jerusalem. 12 Also the hand of God was on Judah to give them 
singleness of heart to obey the command of the king and the leaders, at the 
word of the LORD. 13 Now many people, a very great assembly, gathered at 
Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread in the second month. 14 
They arose and took away the altars that were in Jerusalem, and they took 
away all the incense altars and cast them into the Brook Kidron. 15 Then they 
slaughtered the Passover lambs on the fourteenth day of the second month… 

A. Not everyone in the north responded well to the message.  

1. They laughed at the messengers and mocked them.  
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2. However, some from three of the tribes,  

a) Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun  

b) did humble themselves and went to Jerusalem.  

B. Since Judah and these other tribes were with the Lord,  

1. he was with them and  

2. worked with them to give them a single heart  

a) that they might do as Hezekiah and his leaders directed because  

b) what these men commanded  

(1) was what the word of the Lord told them to do.  

(2) To disobey their leaders  

(a) was to disobey the Lord.  

C. They observed the Passover, and then  

1. they observed the Feast of Unleavened Bread,  

2. which immediately follows the Passover.  

a) Israel left Egypt on the night of the first Passover and  

b) as they crossed over into the wilderness,  

(1) they could not bake their bread.  

(2) The seven days of this feast was in memory of their escape.  

D. Although the temple had been cleansed,  

1. many altars from the days of Ahaz still existed, and  

2. the people got rid of those altars too.  

XI. Second Chronicles 30.17–20 • Seeking Atonement  
 
17 For there were many in the assembly who had not sanctified themselves; 
therefore the Levites had charge of the slaughter of the Passover lambs for 
everyone who was not clean, to sanctify them to the LORD. 18 For a multitude 
of the people, many from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun, had not 
cleansed themselves, yet they ate the Passover contrary to what was written. 
But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, “May the good LORD provide atone-
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ment for everyone 19 who prepares his heart to seek God, the LORD God of 
his fathers, though he is not cleansed according to the purification of the sanc-
tuary.” 20 And the LORD listened to Hezekiah and healed the people.  

A. Since this was all happening so quickly,  

1. many of the people did not have time to sanctify themselves,  

2. although they were observing the Passover in the second month.  

B. However, they prepared their hearts to seek the Lord God and  

1. Hezekiah spoke to God about that fact, and  

2. the Lord accepted the people and healed them.  

XII.Second Chronicles 30.21–25 • Keeping the Feasts  
 
21 So the children of Israel who were present at Jerusalem kept the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread seven days with great gladness; and the Levites and the 
priests praised the LORD day by day, singing to the LORD, accompanied by 
loud instruments. 22 And Hezekiah gave encouragement to all the Levites who 
taught the good knowledge of the LORD; and they ate throughout the feast 
seven days, offering peace offerings and making confession to the LORD God 
of their fathers. 23 Then the whole assembly agreed to keep the feast another 
seven days, and they kept it another seven days with gladness…  

A. It does not surprise me  

1. that verse 21 says  

2. the people had great gladness for doing this and  

a) that the priests and Levites praised the Lord everyday,  

b) singing to the Lord.  

B. When you do what you know the Lord wants you to do,  

1. you will be happy.  

2. You will want to sing about it.  

a) They were so happy  

b) that they all agreed to keep the Feast another week.  
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XIII.Second Chronicles 30.26–27 • Great Joy  
 
26 So there was great joy in Jerusalem, for since the time of Solomon the son 
of David, king of Israel, there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem. 27 Then 
the priests, the Levites, arose and blessed the people, and their voice was 
heard; and their prayer came up to His holy dwelling place, to heaven.  

A. Amazingly, not since the time of Solomon  

1. had they kept the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread  

2. in this manner and on this scale.  

B. Look at the priests and the Levites.  

1. They blessed the people and  

2. they prayed, and  

a) the prayer reached into the Lord’s holy dwelling place,  

b) not at the temple, but  

(1) in heaven itself. 


