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They Found a Book  
Second Chronicles 33–34  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • March 6, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2022  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Nash – Second Chronicles 34.16–18  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions:  

I. Second Chronicles 33.1 • The Wicked Begin Young  
 
1 Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-
five years in Jerusalem.  

A. Died at 67.  

B. Longest reigning king in Israel or Judah.  

II. Second Chronicles 33.2–8 • The Wicked Imitate the World  
 
2 But he did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to the abominations of 
the nations whom the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel. 3 For 
he rebuilt the high places which Hezekiah his father had broken down; he 
raised up altars for the Baals, and made wooden images; and he worshiped all 
the host of heaven and served them. 4 He also built altars in the house of the 
LORD, of which the LORD had said, “In Jerusalem shall My name be forever.” 
5 And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house 
of the LORD. 6 Also he caused his sons to pass through the fire in the Valley of 
the Son of Hinnom; he practiced soothsaying, used witchcraft and sorcery, and 
consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the sight of the LORD, 
to provoke Him to anger. 7 He even set a carved image, the idol which he had 
made, in the house of God, of which God had said to David and to Solomon 
his son, “In this house and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the 
tribes of Israel, I will put My name forever; 8 and I will not again remove the 
foot of Israel from the land which I have appointed for your fathers—only if 
they are careful to do all that I have commanded them, according to the 
whole law and the statutes and the ordinances by the hand of Moses.”  

A. Unfortunately, he did not follow the example of his father of or David.  

B. He seemed to do as much evil as he could.  

C. Sometimes children of the faithful do things out of spite.  

III. Second Chronicles 33.9 • The Wicked Grow in Evil  
 
9 So Manasseh seduced Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do more evil 
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than the nations whom the LORD had destroyed before the children of Israel.  

A. Incalculable evil  

B. He gave the Lord reason to remove Judah.  
 
3 Surely at the commandment of the LORD this came upon Judah, to re-
move them from His sight because of the sins of Manasseh, according to all 
that he had done, 4 and also because of the innocent blood that he had 
shed; for he had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, which the LORD 
would not pardon.  
 
– 2 Kings 24.3–4  

IV. Second Chronicles 33.10 • The Wicked Will Not Listen  
 
10 And the LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they would not lis-
ten.  

A. The Lord sent prophets.  

B. Why won’t people listen to the word of God?  

V. Second Chronicles 33.11–13 • The Wicked Can Humble Themselves  
 
11 Therefore the LORD brought upon them the captains of the army of the 
king of Assyria, who took Manasseh with hooks, bound him with bronze fet-
ters, and carried him off to Babylon. 12 Now when he was in affliction, he im-
plored the LORD his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his 
fathers, 13 and prayed to Him; and He received his entreaty, heard his suppli-
cation, and brought him back to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh 
knew that the LORD was God.  

A. Assyria dominated the scene, including Babylon.  

B. Manasseh experienced captivity.  

C. The nation should have learned from his captivity.  

D. God accepts the evil when:  

1. They implore him,  
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2. They humble themselves greatly before him,  

3. They pray to him.  

E. God hears the vilest of sinners.  

1. He can turn their lives around.  

2. They have to be willing to turn around.  

F. Manasseh learned the truth about God.  

1. We judge people ahead of time,  

2. saying such and such will not hear, believe, and obey.  

a) Manasseh shows that the vilest will surprise us and  

b) turn from their evil and turn to God.  

VI. Second Chronicles 33.14 • Strengthen Your City  
 
14 After this he built a wall outside the City of David on the west side of Gi-
hon, in the valley, as far as the entrance of the Fish Gate; and it enclosed 
Ophel, and he raised it to a very great height. Then he put military captains in 
all the fortified cities of Judah.  

A. The Assyrians undoubtedly did extensive damage.  

B. He had to make Jerusalem better.  

VII.Second Chronicles 33.15–17 • Remove Evil; Encourage True Worship  
 
15 He took away the foreign gods and the idol from the house of the LORD, 
and all the altars that he had built in the mount of the house of the LORD and 
in Jerusalem; and he cast them out of the city. 16 He also repaired the altar of 
the LORD, sacrificed peace offerings and thank offerings on it, and command-
ed Judah to serve the LORD God of Israel. 17 Nevertheless the people still 
sacrificed on the high places, but only to the LORD their God.  

A. The wicked have to remove evil.  

B. Repair what has been broken.  

C. The people may not follow totally.  
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VIII.Second Chronicles 33.18–19 • Prayer  
 
18 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, his prayer to his God, and the words 
of the seers who spoke to him in the name of the LORD God of Israel, indeed 
they are written in the book of the kings of Israel. 19 Also his prayer and how 
God received his entreaty, and all his sin and trespass, and the sites where he 
built high places and set up wooden images and carved images, before he was 
humbled, indeed they are written among the sayings of Hozai.  

A. Ezra just gave us a brief account.  

B. As with other kings, others recorded the events of his reign.  

IX. Second Chronicles 33.20 • We All Die  
 
20 So Manasseh rested with his fathers, and they buried him in his own house. 
Then his son Amon reigned in his place.  

A. Would Amon learn from his father?  

B. Or had Manasseh planted enough evil that there was no turning back?  

X. Second Chronicles 33.21–23 • Sometimes Children Do Not Learn  
 
21 Amon was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned two 
years in Jerusalem. 22 But he did evil in the sight of the LORD, as his father 
Manasseh had done; for Amon sacrificed to all the carved images which his 
father Manasseh had made, and served them. 23 And he did not humble him-
self before the LORD, as his father Manasseh had humbled himself; but Amon 
trespassed more and more.  

A. Manasseh did not learn from his father.  

B. Amon did not learn from his father.  

XI. Second Chronicles 33.24–25 • New Leaders Arrive  
 
24 Then his servants conspired against him, and killed him in his own house. 
25 But the people of the land executed all those who had conspired against 
King Amon. Then the people of the land made his son Josiah king in his place.  

A. This was a blessing to Judah.  
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B. They did right to execute the murderers.  

XII.Second Chronicles 34.1 • Judah’s Last Righteous King  
 
1 Josiah was  eight years old when he became king, and he reigned thirty-one 
years in Jerusalem.  

A. He reigned a long time, but died when he was only 39.  

B. Great lamentations will arise over his death.  

XIII.Second Chronicles 34.2–7 • Seek the Lord While Young  
 
2 And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the ways 
of his father David; he did not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 3 For 
in the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek the 
God of his father David; and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and 
Jerusalem of the high places, the wooden images, the carved images, and the 
molded images. 4 They broke down the altars of the Baals in his presence, and 
the incense altars which were above them he cut down; and the wooden im-
ages, the carved images, and the molded images he broke in pieces, and made 
dust of them and scattered it on the graves of those who had sacrificed to 
them. 5 He also burned the bones of the priests on their altars, and cleansed 
Judah and Jerusalem. 6 And so he did in the cities of Manasseh, Ephraim, and 
Simeon, as far as Naphtali and all around, with axes. 7 When he had broken 
down the altars and the wooden images, had beaten the carved images into 
powder, and cut down all the incense altars throughout all the land of Israel, 
he returned to Jerusalem.  

A. When he was 16, he sought God.  

B. When he was 20, he purged Judah of idolatry.  

XIV.Second Chronicles 34.8–13 • Repair What Is Broken  
 
8 In the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had purged the land and the 
temple, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, Maaseiah the governor of the city, 
and Joah the son of Joahaz the recorder, to repair the house of the LORD his 
God… 

A. When he was 26, he repaired the house of God.  

B. The men worked on the house faithfully.  
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XV.Second Chronicles 34.14–18 • Read the Book  
 
14 Now when they brought out the money that was brought into the house of 
the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the LORD given by 
Moses. 15 Then Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan the scribe, “I have 
found the Book of the Law in the house of the LORD.” And Hilkiah gave the 
book to Shaphan. 16 So Shaphan carried the book to the king, bringing the 
king word, saying, “All that was committed to your servants they are doing. 17 
And they have gathered the money that was found in the house of the LORD, 
and have delivered it into the hand of the overseers and the workmen.” 18 
Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, “Hilkiah the priest has given me 
a book.” And Shaphan read it before the king.  

A. Hilkiah made an amazing discovery.  

1. They had been operating without the Book of God!  

2. They knew from history what they should do, but  

a) they did not know everything.  

b) They did not know what was awaiting them.  

B. Shaphan reported to the king:  

1. The servants were doing the work.  

2. The servants handled the money properly.  

3. Shaphan’s nonchalant attitude toward the Book.  

XVI.Second Chronicles 34.19–21 • Inquire of the Lord  
 
19 Thus it happened, when the king heard the words of the Law, that he tore 
his clothes. 20 Then the king commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, 
Abdon the son of Micah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the king, 
saying, 21 “Go, inquire of the LORD for me, and for those who are left in Is-
rael and Judah, concerning the words of the book that is found; for great is the 
wrath of the LORD that is poured out on us, because our fathers have not kept 
the word of the LORD, to do according to all that is written in this book.”  

A. Josiah’s strong reaction.  

B. He wanted to know further what the Lord had to say.  
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C. He knew that great wrath awaited the kingdom.  

XVII.Second Chronicles 34.22–28 • Have a Tender Heart  
 
22 So Hilkiah and those the king had appointed went to Huldah the prophet-
ess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tokhath, the son of Hasrah, keeper of the 
wardrobe. (She dwelt in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter.) And they spoke to 
her to that effect. 23 Then she answered them, “Thus says the LORD God of 
Israel, Tell the man who sent you to Me, 24 Thus says the LORD: Behold, I will 
bring calamity on this place and on its inhabitants, all the curses that are writ-
ten in the book which they have read before the king of Judah, 25 because 
they have forsaken Me and burned incense to other gods, that they might pro-
voke Me to anger with all the works of their hands. Therefore My wrath will be 
poured out on this place, and not be quenched. 26 But as for the king of Ju-
dah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, in this manner you shall speak to 
him, Thus says the LORD God of Israel: Concerning the words which you have 
heard— 27 because your heart was tender, and you humbled yourself before 
God when you heard His words against this place and against its inhabitants, 
and you humbled yourself before Me, and you tore your clothes and wept be-
fore Me, I also have heard you,” says the LORD. 28 “Surely I will gather you to 
your fathers, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace; and your eyes 
shall not see all the calamity which I will bring on this place and its inhabi-
tants.” So they brought back word to the king.  

A. They went to Huldah.  

B. She revealed:  

1. That wrath was coming.  

2. The reason for the wrath  

3. Josiah had the right response:  

a) A tender heart  

b) Humble  

c) Demonstrated his humility by tearing clothings and weeping  

d) God heard Josiah  

e) Josiah would enter the grave in peace  

f) Josiah would not see the calamity that God already determined to send  
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XVIII.Second Chronicles 34.29–30 • Read Scripture to People  
 
29 Then the king sent and gathered all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 30 
The king went up to the house of the LORD, with all the men of Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem—the priests and the Levites, and all the people, great 
and small. And he read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the 
Covenant which had been found in the house of the LORD.  

A. He saw the need for others to know what the Book said.  

B. He read to them personally.  

C. Do not dismiss the power of reading the Scriptures to people.  

XIX.Second Chronicles 34.31–32 • Take a Stand for the Word of God  
 
31 Then the king stood in his place and made a covenant before the LORD, to 
follow the LORD, and to keep His commandments and His testimonies and His 
statutes with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of the 
covenant that were written in this book. 32 And he made all who were present 
in Jerusalem and Benjamin take a stand. So the inhabitants of Jerusalem did 
according to the covenant of God, the God of their fathers.  

A. Josiah made a commitment to keep all of God’s word.  

B. He led the people in doing the same.  

XX.Second Chronicles 34.33 • The Leader Sets the Example  
 
33 Thus Josiah removed all the abominations from all the country that be-
longed to the children of Israel, and made all who were present in Israel dili-
gently serve the LORD their God. All his days they did not depart from follow-
ing the LORD God of their fathers.  

A. He removed abominations  

B. He led others to serve God  

C. Everyone remained faithful during his life 


