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The first Book of the Bible is Genesis, which 
means “origin.” It shows the origin or beginning 
of practically everything. Listen to its grand open- 
ing, “In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth. The earth was without form, and 
void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face 
of the waters. Then God 
said, ‘Let there be light’; 
and there was light” (Gen 
1.1–3). Right away we get 
the idea that the Book of 
Genesis will show us the 
beginning of everything. 
As the crew of Apollo 8 
orbi ted the moon in 
D e c e m b e r 1 9 6 8 , o n 
Christmas Eve they made 
a television broadcast, 
which at the time was the 
most watched broad- cast 
ever, and the astronauts 
read from the Book 
of Genesis. Why do you 
think they did that?  

People have these basic 
questions, answered by the Book of Genesis:  

How did the world come to be? What is the 
nature of humanity?  

How are humans the same as or different from 
the rest of creation?  

When we start reading the Book of Genesis, we 
discover that we have opened a Book that will 
answer those questions for us, and will ask us 
questions, and give the answers to other 
questions we have.  

Some people see two creation accounts in the 
opening chapters, but read it as it is and you will 

see one account of the 
same creation. Some see 
1.1–2.3 as one creation 
and 2.4–25 as another 
creation. In the latter part, 
the writer, Moses, simply 
goes back and details one 
p a r t o f t h e ove r- a l l 
creation he first presented.  

A writer can first list 
things chronologically 
and then picks certain 
events and give more 
detail. Frequently, writers 
show the general picture, 
then focus on a certain 
event.  

What Moses recorded in 
1.1–2.25 has had more influence on our world 
than we will prob- ably ever know. The opening 
chapters of Genesis (chapters 1–11) show that we 
must live in har- mony with one another or there 
will be serious consequences. DR 
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How the Bible Pictures the Beginning 

The first image taken by humans of the whole 
Earth. Photographed by the crew of Apollo 8, 

showing the Earth at a distance of about 30,000 
km (18641.14 miles). South is at the top, with 

South America visible at the top half center, and 
Africa entering into shadow. North America is in 

the entering into shadow. 
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In each of our children’s Bible classes, we teachers get to hear lots of amazing, 
impressive and heart-warming words from all our kids. But here’s some from the 
middle school class on reflections from the last LTC season: 

1. What was the best moment of the convention that was NOT about you: 

        Bryan: watching my friends get fantastic awards and prizes. 

        Nick: keeping score (to help the others practice for Bible Bowl) 

        Nash: Christian Art 

        Lila: Scribe 

        Taylor: Seeing happy people get awards 

        Jackson: Watching people do speech 

        Zoe: Seeing a 3rd grader give a speech that was way above the average level 
for her age. It was very inspiring. 

2. What is one positive thing that you can say about your LTC experience this year? 

        Taylor: I understand the reasoning behind His promises. 

        Nash: I got better at extemporaneous spiritual speaking. 

        Lila: I really understand how God keeps his promises. 

        Zoe: It was very inspiring to be around all these godly people. 

        Bryan: It makes me think more about God and the promises he makes that he 
will never break. 

3. Name one thing from this year that might help you become a leader in the 
church. 

        Zoe: Speaking in front of people like, Bible reading, puppets, drama will                 
help with Bible teaching and possibly leading devos in the future. 

        Taylor: I’ve learned to read the Bible more thoroughly. 

        Nash: speech 

        Bryan: Becoming more used to being in front of an audience helps, because       
leaders do lots of things and say lots of things in front of a crowd. 

        Lila: I got better at Bible reading and Bible class teaching. 

        Jackson: Bible Bowl helped me understand Genesis.

Reflections on Leadership 
Training for Christ (LTC)



May 1, 2022: Savage Street Bulletin – Page   of  5 8

Most recent issue of Think magazine.
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I wrote to Josh Denhart, asking for permission to 
reprint the graphic to the right. He gave 
permission and added: “Please note that the 
LifeWay research found 
that eating as families 
was NOT a factor that 
led to long term 
connection to the church 
or Christ…Scores of 
research does point to a 
strong correlation 
between eating dinner as 
families and lowered 
drug use, lowered 
alcohol use, lowered 
teen pregnancy and 
lowered 
vandalism. Those 
negative and destructive 
behaviors are LOWERED 
as family dinners are 
increased. Even 
incarceration rates go 
down dramatically with 
the increase of dinners at 
home…Correlation 
doesn’t equal 
causation…However, 
this is not as simple or as 
clean as Cause and 
Effect. I remember 
finishing teaching this 
section of the material 
and a young Mom 
approached and said, 
with quivering lips, ‘So if 
I just do all of these 
things, everything is 
going to be ok, 
right…?’ Sadly, no. There 
are no magic levers. Our 
kids are autonomous…
We are dealing with 
human beings, not a 
controlled lab 
environment. There are 
no magic levers. These 
five items are not an 
elixir for ‘everything to be okay.’ There is no 
perfect formula or panacea.”  
DR

CHURCH
75%

of kids left the

from 18-29

WHY 25%WHY 25%

STAYED
CONNECTED WITH CHRIST
STAYED
CONNECTED WITH CHRIST

from 18-29

#5 Had at least one faith-
focused adult in their lives, 
other than their parents

#4Entrusted with 
responsibility in ministry 
at an early age

#1 Ate dinner 5 of 7 
nights a week  
as a family

#2 Served WITH 
their families in 
a ministry

#3 Had one spiritual 
experience in  
the home during  
    the week

by Josh Denhart        www.KidMinScience.com        All Rights Reserved
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May Activities: 
16th: Blood Drive 
25th: Singing 
29th: Potluck 

June Activities: 
26th: Potluck 
29th: Singing

Pray for our youth that they will wrestle against the principalities, 
against the darkness of this age and against spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. That they will continue to put 
on the armor of God. (Ephesians 6 :10-13) 

Our shut-ins  

Phil and Diana Friesen 

Jack Collier & Marie  

Cliff & Eve Hanson 

Karen Fitzwater 

Mary Stout 

Phil Frisby 

Bernice Helmer 

Jim & Pat Stockdale 

Pat Tomlinson 

Renee Jones 

Richard Lewis 

Hope Michael 

Janet Crisp

2022 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
May 

Greeter
Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,272 ..................

Last Week April 24,  3,924 ............

Total After 17 Weeks 55,638 .........

 

 Buell/Duncan/
Ruhl Duncans

Jackson Meyer 

Jacob Noveske

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 

may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

you at another time. 

Prayers: Calendar:

Missing In Action 
There was a lovely stapler that used to be in the office. If 
anyone knows the whereabouts or sees it can you please 
return it to the office. THANK YOU!!! 

Duty Roster 
Please check your mailboxes for an updated duty roster. 
There was some missing information so it was updated. 

Attention Teens 
"We could use some help getting rid of weeds that have 
taken over our yard. We are willing to pay and offer 
transportation to and from their home. 
They can just let us know if they are interested. 
Thanks, 
Cathy Berry 

VBS 
Don & Kerri Ruhl are the VBS directors for this year's VBS. 

UPDATE: 
Troy Gayler's surgery went well. 

The Ark 
In 2018, a large portion of money was donated for the 
Savage Street youth to visit the Ark Encounter and Creation 
Museum trip. However, since then, we have a larger group 
of kids participating and the costs have gone up 
significantly. There is now an opportunity and need for 
more donations to fund the trip. Please consider donating 
to this cause if you feel that it's important for our youth to 
learn more about the creation of the world, the science 
behind creation, and how to dispel the myth that Noah 
could not have built and managed the ark as indicated in 
the Bible. Please mark your donations with "Ark" and put 
them in the regular contribution tray. We firmly believe that 
our youth are the future of the Church and any support is 
greatly appreciated. 

Men's Breakfast 
every Monday at 
8:00am at Black 
Forest
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Our Mission Works  
Outside of Oregon 

Mountain States Children’s 
Home, Longmont, Colorado  

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee 

Don Iverson’s India Work 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California  

Chimala Mission Hospital 
and Schools, Tanzania, Africa  

Don Patton’s archaeological 
work, especially Noah’s Ark 

Our Mission Works  
Inside of Oregon 

World Bible School–Connect 
(Online Bible Studies with 
people in the community)  

Vacation Bible School  

Red Cross Blood Drives  

Food for the poor  

Funds for the poor  

Occasional Seminars  

Home Bible Studies 

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ................
  Worship 10:30  ..............
  Worship 6:00  ..............

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ................

Ruhl’s Rules
Semi-Annual Financial Report  
Starting this July, we will present semi-annual 
financial reports. On the first or second 
Sunday of July, we will present a report on 
the first six months of the year. Then on the 
first or second Sunday of January, we will 
present a report on the previous year.  

Soon Enough by Ron Thomas  
“Males grow up to be men; females grow to 
be women. Children growing up to be 
something other than what they actually are, 
learn this from adults already emotionally, 
socially, and morally confused. Adults 
teaching this to young people perpetuate evil 
to the next generation. Their form of evil is 
only different than that in the 1930s through 
the mid-1940s. These children will then be 
adults who are, likewise, socially, emotional, 
and morally confused. Adults who teach the 
latter group to think this way will not escape 
the Lord’s attention on Judgment Day. Don’t 
believe in God? You will soon enough. ‘It is a 
terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God.’” 

The Only Hell and the Only Heaven  
Someone said: “For a Christian this world is 
the only hell they will know; for the 
unbeliever this world is the only heaven they 
will know.”  

That’s My Jesus  
“He healed the one who arrested him, served 
the one who betrayed him, and loved the 
world who crucified him. That’s my Jesus.”  
– Faithster  

You Can Make It  
Life throws us things that we do not believe 
we can handle or for which we cannot see a 
solution. Yet, it has happened before, and 
some how you arrived to today. How did that 
happen? Life is like a question on a test with 
multiple answers. You simply pick the one 
that looks the best. If you submit to the 
training of the Scriptures, you let the Lord 
train you for life. He will always know the 
best option. Meditate on his word daily, and 
see how it helps your life. 


