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Where’s Murver?  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • May 8, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2022  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Phil Joseph – Ephesians 6.1–3  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Aaron Glider  

Prelude:  

I. A woman, renewing her driver’s license, was asked by the woman recorder to 
state her occupation.  

A. She hesitated, uncertain how to classify herself.  

B. “What I mean is,” explained the recorder, “Do you have a job or are you just 
a…?”  

1. “Of course I have a job,” snapped the woman.  

2. “I’m a Mom.”  

a) “We don’t list ‘Mom’ as an occupation.  

b) “Housewife” covers it, said the recorder emphatically.  

II. I forgot all about her story until one day I found myself in the same situation, 
this time at our own Town Hall.  

A. The Clerk was obviously a career woman, poised, efficient, and possessed of 
a high sounding title like, “Official Interrogator” or “Town Registrar.”  

B. “What is your occupation?” she probed.  

1. What made me say it, I do not know…the words simply popped out.  

2. “I’m a Research Associate in the Field of Child Development and Human 
Relations.”  

a) The clerk paused, ball-point pen frozen in midair and looked up as 
though she had not heard right.  

b) I repeated the title slowly emphasizing the most significant words.  

(1) Then I stared with wonder as my pronouncement was written, in 
bold, black ink on the official questionnaire.  

c) “Might I ask,” said the clerk with new interest, “just what you do in 
your field?”  

III. Coolly, without any trace of fluster in my voice, I heard myself reply,  
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A. “I have a continuing program of research, in the laboratory and in the field.  

B. I’m working for my Masters,  

1. (first the Lord and then the whole family), and  

2. already have four credits (all daughters).  

a) Of course, the job is one of the most demanding in the humanities and 
I often work 14 hours a day, (24 is more like it).  

b) But the job is more challenging than most run-of-the-mill careers and 
the rewards are more of a satisfaction rather than just money.”  

IV. There was an increasing note of respect in the clerk’s voice as she completed 
the form, stood up, and personally ushered me to the door.  

A. As I drove into our driveway, buoyed up by my glamorous new career, I was 
greeted by my lab assistants—ages 13, 7, and 3.  

B. Upstairs I could hear our new experimental model, (a 6 month old baby) in 
the child development program, testing out a new vocal pattern.  

1. I felt I had scored a beat on bureaucracy!  

2. And I had gone on the official records as someone more distinguished and 
indispensable to mankind than “just another Mom.”  

V. Motherhood! 

A. What a glorious career! Especially when there’s a title on the door!  

B. Does this make grandmothers “Senior Research associates in the field of 
Child Development and Human Relations”?  

1. And great grandmothers “Executive Senior Research Associates?”  

2. I think so!  

C. I also think it makes Aunts “Associate Research Assistants.”  

Persuasion: This illustrates that:  

I. We Have Devalued Motherhood  

A. I am not sure why this has happened, but it has.  

B. A Christian man told me decades ago  

1. that a mother not working outside the home  
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2. is a waste.  

C. Another man told me that a woman, even a mother,  

1. should be working outside,  

2. bringing in more money.  

D. Working outside the home is fine, and  

1. I am not speaking against it, but  

2. we should not speak against a woman  

a) who decides to stay home with her children, for  

b) she has chosen a high profession.  

(1) We should not react when we find out  

(2) that she is a stay-at-home mom,  

(a) saying, “Oh,”  

(b) as though she has made a poor choice.  

E. Who persuaded us  

1. that rearing children is simply not good enough?  

2. When a woman chooses to stay home and rear her children,  

a) she has chosen to be  

b) the main influencer in turning her children into men and women, and  

(1) for us Christians  

(2) that means bringing up children  

(a) to be men and women of God.  

(b) Can you think of a greater job?  

F. Are we, especially in the church, only about money?  

1. Have we become a people who serve self first?  

2. Let us stand up for what the Sacred Scriptures teach! Let’s talk about… 

II. The Mother of All Living  
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A. As you know,  

1. God gave Adam the task of naming all the animals.  

2. Later, we learn that he also named his wife.  

B. Genesis 3 shows:  
 
20 And Adam called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all 
living.  
 
– Genesis 3.20  

1. First, it was the truth,  

a) even as Adam was the father of all living,  

(1) although his name means  

(2) man or one formed from the ground.  

b) Adam and Eve were the first humans.  

(1) Therefore, every person  

(a) who has every lived on this planet  

(b) is living or  

(c) will live,  

(2) has descended from her.  

2. Second, that makes motherhood a gargantuan responsibility.  

a) Think of what a woman does  

b) when she brings a new child into the world.  

(1) That child now has the potential  

(2) to bring countless others into the world.  

(a) And how much potential does that new child represent?  

i) Why then do people, even Christians,  

ii) downplay motherhood?  
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(b) We should honor motherhood, as it is written:  
 
Exodus 20.12  
“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be 
long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you.”  
 
Deuteronomy 5.16  
“Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God 
has commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it 
may be well with you in the land which the LORD your God 
is giving you.”  
 
Matthew 15.4–6 “For God commanded, saying, ‘Honor your 
father and your mother’; and, ‘He who curses father or moth-
er, let him be put to death.’ But you say, ‘Whoever says to his 
father or mother, Whatever profit you might have received 
from me is a gift to God—then he need not honor his father 
or mother.’ Thus you have made the commandment of God of 
no effect by your tradition.”  
 
Mark 7.10  
“For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, 
‘He who curses father or mother, let him be put to death.’”  
 
Mark 10.19  
“You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit 
adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false 
witness,’ ‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honor your father and your 
mother.’”  
 
Ephesians 6.2 “ 
“Honor your father and mother,” which is the first com-
mandment with promise… 

III. Therefore, Girls, Do Not Let Anyone Tell You that Motherhood Is a Waste  

A. There are more important things in life than making money.  

1. There are more important things in life than yourself.  

2. We serve God and man.  

B. The children that you bring into the world  
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1. are worth more than all the world’s wealth,  

2. as Jesus once indicated 
 
26 “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses 
his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”  
 
– Matthew 16.26  

3. Did Jesus not imply  

a) the profit of saving your soul  

b) is greater than the profit of gaining the whole world?  

(1) Therefore, if we put one soul on one side of a scale and  

(2) all the world’s profit and wealth on the other side,  

(a) the one soul will outweigh  

(b) the rest of the world!  

4. That means your children  

a) have greater profit  

b) than the rest of the world.  

C. Therefore, do not let anyone make you think  

1. that being “just a mom,” is a waste or insignificant.  

2. God blessed you with special capabilities  

a) that he did not give to men.  

D. Remember what the Holy Spirit shows us in the Book of Luke.  

1. See how an angel of God treated Mary,  

a) that although she was not yet a mother,  

b) she would be shortly:  
 
26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 
city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
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Mary. 28 And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly 
favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!”  
 
– Luke 1.26–28  

(1) She was blessed, for  

(2) she was about to be the mother of the Son of God.  

(a) Or should I say,  

(b) She would be “just” a mother?  

2. Do you remember how Elizabeth honored Mary?  
 
39 Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with 
haste, to a city of Judah, 40 and entered the house of Zacharias and 
greeted Elizabeth. 41 And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greet-
ing of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit. 42 Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 
43 But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? 44 For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sound-
ed in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. 45 Blessed is she 
who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were 
told her from the Lord.”  
 
– Luke 1.39–45  

a) Elizabeth honored Mary as a mother!  

b) The boy growing in Elizabeth  

(1) honored her, because  

(2) she would bring the Savior into the world.  

E. Do you see how the Scriptures show us we should think of mothers?  

1. In no way, does the Spirit downplay motherhood.  

2. Other things that women can do  

a) the Bible also honors, but  
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b) various writers and speakers in the Scriptures  

(1) present motherhood in the highest of terms.  

(2) Should we not also?  

(a) If we speak against motherhood,  

(b) we speak against what God honors.  

i) Do you think it is a good idea  

ii) to speak against what God honors?  

(1) Jesus said something that should sober us up:  
 
36 “But I say to you that for every idle word men may 
speak, they will give account of it in the day of judg-
ment. 37 For by your words you will be justified, and 
by your words you will be condemned.”  
 
– Matthew 12.36–37  

(2) How much better to enter eternity  

(a) having honored what God created,  

(b) rather than disparaging what God made.  

F. Girls, be determined to do  

1. what the Lord wants you to do and  

2. what you know to be right.  

a) Some people will put you down for it.  

b) Be prepared for it, it is going to happen.  

(1) Stand strong in your faith and  

(2) love your children with your entire being.  

(a) You will have struggles, but  

(b) later in life you will experience blessings  

i) that you never knew or  
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ii) do not know about now.  

Exhortation:  

I. Here is to the honored women in our lives:  
 
Where’s Mother?  
By Hugo McCord  
 
Our little one lay mid snow white sheets  
And smiled in peaceful slumber sweet,  
Soon he opened his blue eyes wide,  
And saw me standing by his side.  
His baby lips quivered, loud he cried,  
“Where’s Murver?”  
 
Small Anne was playing in the yard.  
She ran too fast and fell so hard.  
Up the steps she ran past me  
With bleeding hands and aching knee.  
Tears in her eyes, she could not see;  
She cried, “Where’s Mother?”  
 
When Jack comes in each day from school  
Throws his coat and cap upon a stool,  
Into the kitchen he quickly flies,  
Thinking of cookies and apple pies.  
If she’s not there, he always cries,  
“Where’s Mother?”  
 
I was their Dad and could not see  
Why they asked for Mother instead of me  
But the next day when I came from town,  
Before I laid my burden down,  
I asked the children standing round,  
“Where’s Mother?”  

II. Christian mothers, have spiritual goals for your children:  
 
“During the fall months, Mrs. Campbell’s disease, which in the summer had 
seemed slightly alleviated, began rapidly to increase, and it soon became ap-
parent that recovery was hopeless. Of this she had herself long been con-
vinced, and looked forward to the time of her release with the utmost compo-
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sure. Her chief desire seemed to be that she might first see her youngest 
daughter, Clarinda, able to read the New Testament. One day, when Miss 
Counselman called in to see her, she found her listening to her little daughter, 
now six years old, reading to her out of the sacred volume, upon which occa-
sion she remarked that the Lord had granted her desire, and that she was fully 
ready to depart.”  
 
– Robert Richardson, Memoirs of Alexander Campbell  

A. Christian mothers want their children  

1. to know the Scriptures and  

2. they want their children to become disciples of Christ.  

B. That will happen when  

1. they see their precious mother  

2. following in the footsteps of the Lord Jesus Christ,  

a) that she not only was saved from her sins, but  

b) that she has the mind and heart of her Savior. 


