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The Parallel Visions of Revelation: Part 3 
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • May 15, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2022  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Jacob Noveske – Revelation 1.17–19  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Anything on the Second Coming of Christ  

I. As you can see on the chart on the screen,  

A. I have listed the seven visions of the Book of Revelation, and  

B. I have pictured them as parallel visions.  

1. Also, notice that each successive vision  

2. goes further than the previous one.  

a) In fact, the last one, the one at the bottom,  

b) should really be showing more after the new heaven and a new earth.  

(1) 20.1–9 is about the church age, but  

(2) from 20.10–22.5 covers what happens after the Second Coming.  

II. Revelation 1.9–3.22 • Vision of the Seven Churches  

A. The opening vision of Jesus among the churches,  

1. parallels the other visions, but  

2. not in the same way as the other visions do.  

a) This first vision differs in its presentation from the others.  

b) Here is why I believe it still parallels the other visions.  

B. Jesus had John write to every one of the church:  
 
7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 
him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the 
midst of the Paradise of God.”  
 
– Revelation 2.7  

1. Therefore, whatever Jesus said to the seven churches,  

2. he says to all churches for all time.  

a) There is a message or messages in all seven letters  



The Parallel Visions of Revelation: Part 3; 04759; Page  of 2 10

b) for Savage Street and any other church.  

C. What does the vision of the seven churches convey?  

1. 2.1–4 The church needs to overcome apathy  

2. 2.10a The church needs to overcome fear  

3. 2.13–15 The church needs to overcome compromise  

4. 2.19–20 The church needs to overcome permissiveness  

5. 3.2 The church needs to overcome procrastination  

6. 3.8 The church needs to overcome timidity  

7. 3.15–17 The church needs to overcome mediocrity  

D. Does this show the church in seven stages  

1. from the establishment of the church  

2. to the return of Jesus?  

a) Or do these churches represent  

b) seven different kinds of churches throughout the ages?  

E. That last option has strong support because  

1. the end of every letter has something  

2. that indicates the end or what happens after the end.  

a) 2.5  
 
Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the 
first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lamp-
stand from its place—unless you repent.  

b) 2.10  
 
Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, 
the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be 
tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, 
and I will give you the crown of life.  
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c) 2.16  
 
Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them 
with the sword of My mouth.  

d) 2.25–26  
 
25 But hold fast what you have till I come. 26 And he who over-
comes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power 
over the nations— 

e) 3.5  
 
He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not 
blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name 
before My Father and before His angels.  

f) 3.11–12  
 
11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no 
one may take your crown. 12 He who overcomes, I will make him a 
pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will 
write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My 
God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My 
God. And I will write on him My new name.  

g) 3.20–21  
 
20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice 
and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he 
with Me. 21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My 
throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His 
throne.  

3. In my judgment,  

a) these do represent seven different kinds of churches  

b) from the beginning of the church to the end, and  
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(1) so you could say  

(2) that the message of each parallels the whole church age.  

F. Now see how each of the ends of the rest of the visions indicates the end,  

1. leading us to conclude  

2. that each vision covers from  

a) the beginning of the church  

b) to the end of the church on the earth.  

III.Revelation 4–8.5 • Vision of the Seven Seals: Note 6.12–17  
 
12 I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great 
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon be-
came like blood. 13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops 
its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. 14 Then the sky receded as a 
scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its 
place. 15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the com-
manders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in 
the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 16 and said to the mountains and 
rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and 
from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of His wrath has come, and 
who is able to stand?”  

A. All of chapter 7 is an interlude between seals 6 and 7.  

1. John saw heaven and  

2. those who are there.  

B. The seventh seal transitions us to another scene of multiple judgments,  

1. which are in response to the prayers of the saints, because  

2. we should be praying:  
 
O Lord, come!  
 
– 1 Corinthians 16.22  
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IV. Revelation 8.6–11 • Vision of the Seven Trumpets: Note 11.12, 15  
 
And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” 
And they ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw them.  
 
Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 
“The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His 
Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!”  

A. Between trumpets 6 and 7,  

1. John presented another interlude.  

2. He talked with an angel about a book.  

B. He also saw the two witnesses and their work.  

V. Revelation 12–14 • Vision of Woman and Child Persecuted by the Dragon: 
Note 14.14–16, 18  
 
14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the 
Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sick-
le. 15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to 
Him who sat on the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has 
come for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 16 So He who sat on 
the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped.  
 
And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he 
cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust in your 
sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are 
fully ripe.”  

VI. Revelation 15–16 • Vision of the Seven Bowls: Note 16.15, 17 
 
“Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 
garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.”  
 
Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came 
out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is done!”  

VII.Revelation 17–19 • Vision of Babylon’s Fall: Note 19.11, 19–20 
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Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him 
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war.  
 
19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered to-
gether to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. 20 
Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs 
in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the 
beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the 
lake of fire burning with brimstone.  

VIII.Revelation 20–22 • Vision of the Bride: Note 20.10–15  
 
10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone 
where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and 
night forever and ever. 11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on 
it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found 
no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before 
God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the 
Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things 
which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, 
and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were 
judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast 
into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written 
in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.  

A. The rest of vision shows what happens after the Second Coming.  

B. Then at the closing  

1. John made comments to close out the word of God, and  

2. his comments include the Second Coming:  
 
Revelation 22.12 
“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to 
every one according to his work.  
 
Revelation 22.20 
He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.”  
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!  

IX. How to Think of the Visions as Parallels  
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A. Just because the visions run parallel,  

1. that does not mean  

2. that they cover the same events,  

a) although there is some of that  

b) as I showed you last week  

(1) with the parallels between  

(2) the trumpets of judgment and the bowls of wrath.  

B. Think of it this way: Consider parallels of the 20th century.  

1. From the first airplane to going to the moon  

2. The wars  

3. The economy  

4. Conquering diseases  

5. Rise and fall of nations and leaders  

6. Technology  

7. Medicine  

a) Those would cover the same time period, but  

b) in each we are looking at something different.  

(1) Then again, there are some parallel events between them,  

(2) such as  

(a) airplanes in war,  

(b) how wars affect the economy or vice versa,  

(c) disease and medicine,  

(d) technology in all of them, etc.  

Exhortation:  

I. What is the message of the Progressive Parallel Visions of Revelation?  

A. We have a fierce enemy who will do anything to destroy the church, and  
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B. it seems that most of the time he is winning.  

1. However, our God has everything under control.  

2. In the end,  

a) he shall give us the victory  

b) as long as we remain faithful to him.  

II. It is truly that simple.  

A. Just be a faithful disciple of Christ, and  

B. he will take care of everything from there.  

1. You do not have to worry.  

2. There is no need for fear.  

a) We are like Israel  

(1) with the Red Sea before us and  

(2) the enemy to our back.  

b) Remember when Moses made this great declaration:  
 
13 And Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and 
see the salvation of the LORD, which He will accomplish for you to-
day. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no 
more forever. 14 The LORD will fight for you, and you shall hold your 
peace.”  
 
– Exodus 14.13–14  

III. The Lord then told Moses  

A. to tell the people to go forward, and  

B. you know what happened next,  

1. he parted the Red Sea for them, and  

2. the Egyptians following,  

a) the Lord drowned with the collapsing of the Red Sea.  
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b) Israel just followed the Lord and they won the victory.  

IV. To me, Revelation chapters 7 and 14  

A. have one of the most thrilling messages of the Book of Revelation.  

B. John saw an uncountable multitude  

1. standing before the throne and before the Lamb.  

2. They were filled with praise as they worshiped God.  

a) Then one of the elders asked John a question:  
 
13 “Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come 
from?”  
 
– Revelation 7.13  

b) John did not know, so this followed:  
 
14 And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” So he said to me, “These are 
the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”  
 
– Revelation 7.14  

(1) These are the ones who have been baptized into Christ, for  

(2) when they do so,  

(a) he washes away their sins,  

(b) making them, their robes, clean and white.  

V. Speaking of the same group in Revelation 14,  

A. John discovers just how simple it all is:  
 
4 These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes.  
 
– Revelation 14.4  

B. Just follow the Lord Jesus Christ,  
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1. even as Israel just followed the Lord at the Red Sea and  

2. through the wilderness,  

a) so you follow the Lord going with him  

b) through his death, burial, and resurrection,  

(1) which happens at baptism,  

(2) keep following his instructions until you die, and  

(a) as he told the Smyrna church:  
 
10 “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of 
life.”  
 
– Revelation 2.10  

(b) Why do you wait? 


