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Mass Shootings  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 12, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2022  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – Second Chronicles 15.3–5  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Songs on God or the Bible  

Prelude:  

I. When something happens  

A. that fills the news,  

B. I question whether I should address it here, because  

1. you may want a break from it, but  

2. you may also want to know what the Bible says.  

II. I choose the latter today.  

III. Just four years ago,  

A. I preached on, “Troubling Thoughts about School Shootings.”  

B. I will include a little of that material and introduce new material.  

IV. Listening to the world you discover  

A. that they do not know what the problem is,  

B. hence they do not know the solution.  
 
Proverbs 4.19 
19 The way of the wicked is like darkness;  
  They do not know what makes them stumble.  
 
Luke 6.39  
39 And He spoke a parable to them: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they 
not both fall into the ditch?”  

C. Because our nation does not want God, this describes what is happening:  
 
Jeremiah 13.16  
16 Give glory to the LORD your God  
  Before He causes darkness,  
  And before your feet stumble  
  On the dark mountains,  
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  And while you are looking for light,  
  He turns it into the shadow of death  
  And makes it dense darkness.  
 
Isaiah 59.9–10  
9 Therefore justice is far from us,  
  Nor does righteousness overtake us;  
  We look for light, but there is darkness!  
  For brightness, but we walk in blackness!  
10 We grope for the wall like the blind,  
  And we grope as if we had no eyes;  
  We stumble at noonday as at twilight;  
  We are as dead men in desolate places.  

V. And when this happens in the schools,  

A. I have been saying for decades:  

B. Take away the Bible and you will have to replace them with metal detectors.  

VI. I think Paul Harvey wrote the following:  
 
It’s the Truth  
 
Whoa! What in the world is happening with our kids today? Let’s see…I think 
it started when Madeline Murray O’Hare  complained that she didn’t want any 
prayer in our schools, and we said OK.  
 
Then someone said you had better not read the Bible in school—the Bible that 
says thou shalt not kill, thou shalt not steal, and love your neighbor as your-
self. And we said, OK.  
 
Remember Dr. Benjamin Spock, who said we shouldn’t spank our children 
when they misbehave, because their little personalities would be warped and 
we might damage their self-esteem? And we said, OK, we won't spank them.  
 
Then someone said that teachers and principals better not discipline our chil-
dren when they misbehave. And our administrators said, Whoa, no one in this 
school better touch a student when they misbehave because we don’t want 
any bad publicity, and we surely don’t want to be sued.  
 
Then someone said, Let’s let our daughters have abortions if they want, and we 
won’t even have to tell their parents. And we said, that’s a grand idea.  
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Then someone else said, Let’s give our sons all the condoms they want, so they 
can have all the “fun” they desire, and we won’t have to tell their parents. And 
we said, That’s another great idea. [The Klamath County Health department 
once refused to give these devices to fourth grade boys, because they were 
making water balloons out of them. No, they were supposed to use them for 
what they were designed to do!]  
 
And then some of our top officials said that it doesn’t matter what we do in 
private as long as we do our jobs. And we said, As long as I have a job and the 
economy is good, it doesn’t matter to me what anyone does in private.  
 
So now we’re asking ourselves why our children have no conscience, why they 
don’t know right from wrong, and why it doesn’t bother them to kill.  
 
Probably, if we think about it long and hard enough, we can figure it out. I 
think it has a great deal to do with “we reap what we sow.”  

Persuasion:  

I. More Self-Esteem Will Not Solve the Problem  

A. The largest and most well-financed research on  

1. trying to connect low self-esteem with social problems  

2. failed to make a connection:  
 
“That new soon-to-be-released scholarly tome, ‘The Social Importance of 
Self-Esteem,’ summarizes all the research on the subject in the stultify-
ingly boring prose of wannabe scientists. Save yourself the 40 bucks the 
book cost and head straight for the conclusion: There is precious little 
evidence that self-esteem is the cause of our social ills.”  
 
– David L. Kirk, “Lack of self esteem is not the root of all ills,” Santa Bar-
bara News Press, January 15, 1990  

B. Notice the date.  

1. This “tome” was published in 1990, and  

2. I paid the 40 bucks to get it.  

a) John Vasconcellos, a California Assemblyman  
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b) who enabled legislation to create their state of esteem, said:  
 
“As were approach the twenty-first century, we human beings now—
for the first time ever—have it within our power to truly improve our 
human condition. We can proceed to develop a social vaccine. We 
can outgrow our past failures—our lives of crime and violence, alco-
hol and drug abuse, premature pregnancy, child abuse, chronic de-
pendence on welfare, and educational failure.”  
 
– John Vasconcellos, Toward a State of Esteem, page ix  

(1) Now that 32 years have passed, I ask:  

(2) Have they succeeded?  

C. Is self-esteem a social vaccine?  

1. Can we not see that if low self-esteem was the problem,  

2. the Scriptures would have revealed it?  

II. We Are Marinating Our Culture in Violence  

A. Marinating meat  

B. We marinate our culture in violent sauces  
 
18 “But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, 
and they defile a man. 19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, mur-
ders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.”  
 
– Matthew 15.18–19  

III. We Have Failed to Carry Out Appropriate Punishment  
 
11 Because the sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, there-
fore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.  
 
– Ecclesiastes 8.11  

IV. Evolution Has Broken Our Culture  

A. Teaches that we advance when the weak are eliminated.  
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B. Teaches that violence has gotten us where we are.  

C. Teaches that God,  

1. who holds people accountable for their behavior,  

2. did not create us.  

D. Teaches that heaven and hell do not exist.  

E. Teaches that moral absolutes do not exist.  

F. Teaches that we achieve “peace and safety” through means other than Bible.  

V. Self-First Teachings Have Consequences  

A. Scripture teaches  

1. that love for God and 

2. that love for your neighbor  

a) are supreme,  

b) putting ourselves last.  

B. That leads to a peaceful, non-violent nation:  
 
8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves anoth-
er has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not bear 
false witness,” “You shall not covet,” and if there is any other command-
ment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, “You shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the 
fulfillment of the law.  
 
– Romans 13.8–10  

C. However, the me-first thinking of the world leads to bad things:  
 
1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men 
will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slander-
ers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, 
haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of 
godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!  
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– 2 Timothy 3.1–5  

VI. Someone Broke the Barrier  

A. First, consider this in a positive light.  

1. For centuries no runner could run the mile in under 4 minutes.  

2. Then in 1954, British Roger Bannister broke the barrier.  

a) The mental barrier had been broken and to date  

b) 1,663 runners have run sub-four-minute miles.  

(1) There are even two 16-year old boys who have done it!  

(2) Sorry, ladies, so far no woman has, but  

(a) I am sure it will be done someday, and  

(b) when it does happen,  

i) the barrier in the minds of other women  

ii) will have been broken.  

(1) However, you have a ways to go:  

(2) the current record stands at a snail’s pace of 4.12!  

3. What happens is:  

a) Others think to themselves,  

b) he broke the barrier, so can I.  

B. The same barrier exists in the minds of murders.  

1. Once someone breaks the barrier of mass murder,  

2. especially in a spectacular way,  

a) others think that he did it,  

b) I can do it too.  

(1) That is why the Columbine killers  

(2) are admired by most of these evil people.  
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VII.Finally, We Have Removed God and His Word from Our Culture  

A. The result shows up everyday in the news.  

B. Consider the testimony of Scripture:  

1. Second Chronicles 15.1–7  

2. Romans 1.18–31  

Exhortation:  

I. Turn to the God who created you, while you still have time.  

A. Turn to his word while, you still have time.  

B. Start doing what he says, while you still have time. 


