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Has Science Buried God? (Part 1)  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 19, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2022  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Gene Tomlinson – First Timothy 6.20–21  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. In the minds of many people,  

A. especially young people,  

B. science has buried God, because  

1. they have heard scientists explain the natural world  

2. without interjecting God into the equation or formulae.  

II. If we can understand the natural world without God,  

A. then that is precisely what people do.  

B. It embarrasses them even to bring up the idea  

1. of God creating the heavens and the earth, and  

2. of him continuing to sustain it all.  

a) With God removed as the foundation,  

b) they then come to the Bible and  

(1) remove God from the first 11 chapters of the Book of Genesis,  

(2) they start removing him from the rest of the Scriptures,  

(a) leaving nothing more than a few moral stories,  

(b) that seem outdated for our modern, sophisticated times.  

III. I want to show you in several sermons,  

A. why science has not buried God, and  

B. why if you explain how something works  

1. without bringing the maker into the picture,  

2. you have not excluded a maker.  

IV. Let us ask ourselves:  
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A. Why does the universe even exist?  

B. From where did it come and to where is it going?  

1. Is the universe all that there is? or  

2. Is there something beyond the universe?  

a) Is there any meaning to it all? or  

b) Is the universe a truly meaningless place, and  

(1) it only has meaning because  

(2) we ascribe meaning to it?  

V. Furthermore, what about religion, Christianity in particular?  

A. Almost all of the first modern scientists believed strongly  

1. in the God of the Bible,  

2. accepting what it says about the creation.  

B. However, listen to what a Professor of Chemistry at Oxford University said,  

1. after acknowledging that the Bible did give birth to science:  
 
“Science, the system of belief founded securely on publicly shared re-
producible knowledge, emerged from religion. As science discarded it 
chrysalis to become its present butterfly, it took over the heath. There is 
no reason to suppose that science cannot deal with every aspect of exis-
tence. Only the religious—among whom I include not only the preju-
diced but the underinfomed—hope there is a dark corner of the physical 
universe, or of the universe of experience, that science can never hope to 
illuminate.”  
 
– Peter Atkins  

C. Nobel Laureate Steve Weinberg has said:  
 
“The world needs to wake up from the long nightmare of religion…Anything 
we scientists can do to weaken the hold of religion should be done, and may 
in fact be our greatest contribution to civilization.”  

VI. Great scientists who made wonderful discoveries,  
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A. who launched the sciences  

B. that we admire and use today,  

1. such as Galileo, Newton, and others, and  

2. they had no problem with accepting the fact that there is a Creator.  

a) As much as Isaac Newton contributed to science,  

b) he actually wrote more on the Bible and world history.  

VII.While it is obvious to us  

A. that the universe and everything in it,  

B. has design,  

1. these unbelieving scientists say  

2. that the universe only “appears” to have design.  

a) To us, the obvious design in all things,  

(1) especially in the human body,  

b) points to a Grand Designer of it all.  

VIII.We have to ask ourselves, therefore:  

A. Does atheism harmonize better with science? or  

B. Does theism harmonize better with science?  

1. Does science best explain atheism? or  

2. Does science best explain theism?  

Persuasion:  

I. Is Scientific Advancement Putting Nails in God’s Coffin?  

A. Again, I quote Peter Atkins:  
 
“Humanity should accept that science has eliminated the justification for 
believing in cosmic purpose, and that any survival of purpose is inspired 
only by sentiment.”  

1. His argument is:  
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a) Science has not shown a purpose for the cosmos.  

b) Anyone who holds onto a purpose does so only out of feelings.  

c) Therefore, science has eliminated whether there is purpose in the uni-
verse.  

2. Richard Dawkins believes that faith in God is evil.  

a) Therefore, it must be wiped out.  

b) He has declared:  
 
“It is fashionable to wax apocalyptic about the threat to humanity 
posed by the AIDS virus, ‘made cow’ disease and many others, but I 
think that a case can be made that faith is one of the world’s great 
evils, comparable to the smallpox virus but harder to eradicate. Faith, 
being belief that isn’t based on evidence, is the principal vice of any 
religion.”  

B. These are the new atheists because  

1. they are much more aggressive and  

2. will do what is necessary to destroy faith.  

C. Richard Dawkins quoted another writer:  
 
“When one person suffers from a delusion, it is called insanity. When many 
people suffer from a delusion, it is called Religion.”  
 
– Robert Pirsig  

D. However, John C. Lennox refutes these opposers to faith:  
 
“…faith is a response to evidence, not a rejoicing in the absence of evi-
dence.”  
 
– God’s Undertaker  

1. Consider some passages  

2. that you probably know well.  
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a) I believe just two of many quotations from Scripture  

b) make the case that what Lennox said is true.  

(1) As John closed his Gospel Account,  

(2) he revealed why he selected what he told:  
 
30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His 
disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing you may have life in His name.  
 
– John 20.30–31  

(3) As the Hebrew writer encouraged his readers not to draw back:  
 
1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.  
 
– Hebrews 11.1  

(a) Those two statements alone  

(b) should show you why you believe.  

i) You read the evidence and  

ii) probably had someone explain it to you, and  

(1) you concluded that the Bible speaks the truth, and  

(2) that led you to accept  

(a) that there is a God and  

(b) that Jesus of Nazareth is his Son.  

E. I have no doubt that you have done what Paul said:  
 
20 …since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and 
Godhead…  
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– Romans 1.20  

1. Therefore, do not let anyone tell you  

2. that you have blind faith.  

a) Remember that faith is accepting the evidence  

b) that something is true,  

(1) although you did not witness it yourself,  

(2) just like most juries accept  

(a) that the accused committed a crime,  

(b) although they did not witness it, but  

i) enough evidence was presented to them  

ii) that they could say beyond any reasonable doubt  

(1) that the accused did in fact commit the crime, and  

(2) their evidence-based believe is so strong,  

(a) that they also believe  

(b) the accused is worthy of punishment,  

(c) which in some cases can be severe.  

F. The unbelieving are at war with God, but  

1. they might even say  

2. the war is over, and  

a) science has won,  

b) defeating belief in God.  

(1) Therefore, they war against us  

(2) for trying to keep the war alive because  

(a) we insist on declaring that there is a God, and  

(b) we are not going to be silent.  
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G.We must come to understand  

1. that when we say some scientists are at war with God,  

2. that is not the same as saying that science is at war with God.  

a) Scientist does not automatically equal science.  

b) Science is not at war with God.  

3. Scientists are like the rest of us:  

a) Prejudiced  

b) Biased  

c) Agenda-driven  

d) Capable of error  

4. Therefore, John Lennox says correctly:  
 
“Statements by scientists are not necessarily statements of science.”  
 
– page 19  

II. Science Has a Purpose and Limits  

A. In case you did not know it,  

1. many modern scientists believe  

2. that the only way to know anything  

a) is through science.  

b) They place science above every other discipline:  
 
“Whatever knowledge is attainable, must be attained by scientific 
methods; and what science cannot discover, mankind cannot know.”  
 
– Bertrand Russell  

(1) Science does amaze us with what it has discovered.  

(2) Yet, scientists have over-exalted what science can do.  
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(a) If you think as Bertrand Russell did,  

(b) you can see why they do not like discussions about God.  

B. How shall we understand science?  

1. One man defined science as dealing:  
 
“…only with the natural, the repeatable, that which is governed by law.”  
 
– Michael Ruse  

2. That definition does allow us  

a) to distinguish between astronomy and astrology, but  

b) it leaves out much of cosmology.  

(1) In fact, would that not rule out Macro Evolution?  

(2) Yet, evolutionists believe strongly that they are scientific!  

(a) And they accuse us when we introduce God into it all  

(b) of being irrational!  

C. However, we need to understand  

1. that science has limits.  

2. It is not godlike,  

a) although many of them act as though it is.  

b) Science may tell us how something works, but  

(1) it cannot tell us how it began, and  

(2) why it began.  

D. Science fascinates all of us because  

1. it reveals to us  

2. things that we did not know or understand before.  

a) But does that mean science has unlimited power and knowledge?  
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b) Unbelieving scientists would say:  
 
“There is no reason to suppose that science cannot deal with every 
aspect of existence.”  
 
– Peter Atkins  

(1) This is why this man and others,  

(2) think of God and religion  

(a) as outside of science and  

(b) therefore, cannot be true objectively.  

3. They would state it like this:  
 
“Isn’t it enough to see that a garden is beautiful without having to be-
lieve that there are fairies at the bottom of it?”  
 
– Douglas Adams  

a) See they think that science deals with reality, but  

b) that religion deals with fairies, or not in reality.  

E. Therefore, throw out every other discipline,  

1. including philosophy, literature, music, you name it.  

2. Can science judge the quality of a piece of literature or something of 
beauty?  

a) Science cannot tell me  

(1) whether a photograph is a beautiful piece of art, or  

(2) simply ink arranged in a particular order.  

(a) Science can tell us many things about the photo,  

(b) the paper used, etc, but  

i) not the quality of content of the photo or  

ii) why the photographer took the photo.  
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(1) And that is okay, because  

(2) that is not the purpose of science.  

(c) Science can tell us many things about poison, but  

i) not whether it was right or wrong  

ii) to poison someone.  

III. Henry Ford and His Car  

A. Science can tell us how a car operates.  

1. In fact, it can tell us why we are having a problem and  

2. better yet, how to fix the problem.  

B. Science has enabled us to build much better cars.  

1. I know that people long for the day of the cars of yesteryear, but  

2. cars today are far better.  

a) [Our Granada]  

b) Tires  

C. Can science tell us who designed the car?  

D. Can science tell us whether someone bought it for himself or his daughter?  

E. You understand that we have to discover those things through another means.  

1. Likewise, with the purpose of the universe or  

2. how it got here in the first place.  

a) The Designer of the universe  

b) is outside of the universe,  

(1) even as the maker of the car and  

(2) his purpose it outside of science.  

(a) Just because science cannot deal with purpose  

(b) does not mean that purpose does not exist.  

F. We have to conclude further  



Has Science Buried God? (Part 1); 04781; Page  of 11 12

1. that the declaration that only science can provide all answers,  

2. is itself a non-scientific statement, but  

a) a statement about science,  

b) showing that even they believe other avenues to truth exists.  

(1) If science cannot provide the reasons for something  

(2) that does not mean  

(a) no reason exists, or  

(b) that evidence does not exist.  

i) Therefore, if science cannot show that God exists,  

ii) that does not mean that God does not exists.  

(1) It means that demonstrating his existence  

(2) is outside of the capabilities of science.  

Exhortation:  

I. Truly:  
 
Isaiah 40.26 
Lift up your eyes on high,  
And see who has created these things,  
Who brings out their host by number;  
He calls them all by name,  
By the greatness of His might  
And the strength of His power;  
Not one is missing.  
 
Isaiah 41.20 
That they may see and know,  
And consider and understand together,  
That the hand of the LORD has done this,  
And the Holy One of Israel has created it.  
 
Isaiah 42.5 
Thus says God the LORD,  
Who created the heavens and stretched them out,  
Who spread forth the earth and that which comes from it,  
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Who gives breath to the people on it,  
And spirit to those who walk on it… 
 
Isaiah 45.12 
I have made the earth,  
And created man on it.  
I—My hands—stretched out the heavens,  
And all their host I have commanded.  
 
Isaiah 45.18 
For thus says the LORD,  
Who created the heavens,  
Who is God,  
Who formed the earth and made it,  
Who has established it,  
Who did not create it in vain,  
Who formed it to be inhabited:  
“I am the LORD, and there is no other.” 


