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The Blessed Father  
Psalm 112  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 19, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2022  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Chris Meyer – Genesis 18.17–19  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Aaron Glider – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. Last Lord’s Day,  

A. I addressed the issue of mass shootings, and  

B. seven things that I thought you should think on.  

1. Undoubtedly, you had some of your own ideas.  

2. One that I am sure many thought about  

a) was the absence of fathers in the lives of many children.  

b) Malachi 2 shows how critical this is.  

II. The prophet was having a back and forth with the Jews,  

A. answering their questions about what they thought was neglect on God’s part.  

B. The prophet would also charge the Jews with various neglects themselves.  

1. One thing was their apparent emotional worship,  

2. which God rejected,  

a) not because it was emotional, but  

b) because of how they were treating their families at home.  

C. The husbands treated their wives treacherously and  

1. some were divorcing their wives for no reason.  

2. The result was catastrophic on their children.  

a) Listen to the prophet explain what God had against them, and then  

b) notice why he said that God made man and woman one in marriage:  
 
14 Yet you say, “For what reason?”  
  Because the LORD has been witness  
  Between you and the wife of your youth, 
  With whom you have dealt treacherously;  
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  Yet she is your companion  
  And your wife by covenant.  
15 But did He not make them one,  
  Having a remnant of the Spirit?  
  And why one?  
  He seeks godly offspring.  
  Therefore take heed to your spirit,  
  And let none deal treacherously with the wife of his youth.  
16 “For the LORD God of Israel says  
  That He hates divorce,  
  For it covers one’s garment with violence,”  
  Says the LORD of hosts.  
  “Therefore take heed to your spirit,  
  That you do not deal treacherously.”  
 
  – Malachi 2.14–16 

III. According to an article that I read recently:  
 
“Former NFL player Jack Brewer says Americans should be ‘embarrassed’ that 
18 million children don't have active fathers.”  
 
“Data from the United States Census Bureau shows that nearly 18.5 million 
children grow up without their fathers, which has in return led to the United 
States owning the title of the world’s leader in fatherlessness.”  
 
“…85% of children and teens with behavioral disorders come from fatherless 
homes, and over 70% of all adolescent patients in drug and alcohol treatment 
centers originate from homes without fathers.”  

IV. Therefore, I have chosen Psalm 112  

A. to speak of fathers today,  

B. the kind of fathers  

1. that children need,  

2. that bless our world, and  

3. that we should honor our fathers for being Psalm 112 men.  

Persuasion:  
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I. Psalm 112.1a • How We Function Best  
 
1a  Praise the LORD!  

A. Before the psalmist spoke of fathers,  

1. he praised the Lord, because  

2. of the kind of father that he will show us,  

a) making us want to praise the Lord.  

b) Praise the Lord for men  

(1) who bless the world in the way  

(2) that the psalmist will show us.  

c) Truly, praise the Lord!  

B. Let us do as the psalmist did here, and  

1. find reasons to speak well of men  

2. who do as the psalmist wrote.  

a) How easily we talk about other people,  

b) criticizing them, but  

(1) let us direct our thoughts and tongues  

(2) to finding reasons to praise the Lord  

(a) for men who are what they are supposed to be,  

(b) that by speaking well of them,  

i) we will become like them, and  

ii) we will encourage our own children to be this way.  

II. Psalm 112.1bc • Fearing the Lord  
 
1bc Blessed is the man who fears the LORD,  
  Who delights greatly in His commandments.  
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A. Remember what Solomon said at the end of the Book of Ecclesiastes?  
 
13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:  
 
  Fear God and keep His commandments,  
  For this is man’s all.  
14 For God will bring every work into judgment,  
  Including every secret thing,  
  Whether good or evil.  
 
  – Ecclesiastes 12.13–14 

1. The psalmist spoke of the same two things, but  

2. this time pronouncing a blessing upon the father who lives these things.  

B. Blessed is the father who fears the Lord.  

1. Such a father knows  

a) who rules the world,  

b) who gave him his children, and  

c) who knows that he must give an account to the Lord.  

2. He knows that the Lord has put into his trust his children.  

a) He knows his responsibility to bring them up in the fear of the Lord.  

b) He also wants to teach his children to fear the Lord.  

C. Blessed is the father who delights greatly in the Lord’s commandments.  

1. He knows that if he fears the Lord, he must do as the Lord instructs.  

a) The blessed father knows the Lord created us,  

b) hence knows the best and only way for us to operate successfully.  

2. He knows that to show his fear of the Lord,  

a) he must follow the Lord’s commandments, and  

b) he does so with great delight.  

III. Psalm 112.2–4a • The Blessings of the God-Fearing Father  
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2  His descendants will be mighty on earth;  
  The generation of the upright will be blessed.  
3  Wealth and riches will be in his house,  
  And his righteousness endures forever.  
4a  Unto the upright there arises light in the darkness;  

A. His children shall be mighty on the earth, because  

1. he has given them the true foundation for life,  

2. direct from the Creator of life himself.  

B. Wealth will be in his house.  

1. You walk into the blessed father’s home, and  

2. whether he has much or little,  

a) wealth and riches fill the home, because  

b) he loves his children.  

C. His righteousness endures forever, because  

1. as he moves through life,  

2. everything he observes  

a) confirms what he has learned about the fear of the Lord, and  

b) confirms that doing the Lord’s commandments is the only way to live.  

D. He shall experience light when darkness surrounds him.  

1. Life is not always bright and beautiful, yet,  

2. when darkness encompasses others,  

a) he somehow has light in his soul,  

b) light that comes from fearing the Lord and doing his commandments.  

(1) This all shows up in the lives of his children.  

(2) They see the darkness of life, but  

(a) they also see a man in their lives  

(b) who fears the Lord and does his commandments, and  
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i) that brings light into their lives also.  

ii) They trust their father because of these things.  

IV. Psalm 112.4b–8 • How the God-Fearing Father Lives  
 
4b  He is gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous.  
5  A good man deals graciously and lends;  
  He will guide his affairs with discretion.  
6  Surely he will never be shaken;  
  The righteous will be in everlasting remembrance.  
7  He will not be afraid of evil tidings;  
  His heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.  
8  His heart is established;  
  He will not be afraid,  
  Until he sees his desire upon his enemies.  

A. Look at his nature:  

1. He is gracious.  

2. He is compassionate.  

3. He is righteous.  

a) He is just an all around good man.  

b) He is exactly what children need in a father.  

B. Look at his affairs:  

1. He deals graciously and lends,  

a) so that others like dealing with him, and  

b) he is ready to lend, because  

(1) he knows that he has been blessed, and  

(2) he sees that he exists for more than himself.  

2. He guides affairs with discretion,  

a) so that his children admire him, and  

b) they do not see him as a hypocrite.  

C. His subsequent blessings:  
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1. He will never be shaken.  

2. He will be in everlasting remembrance.  

3. He will not be afraid of evil tidings.  

4. His heart is steadfast because he trusts in the Lord.  

5. His heart is established because he is not afraid,  

a) until he sees his desire upon his enemies, because  

b) he does have enemies, but  

(1) he knows that vengeance is the Lord’s, and  

(2) eventually those who hate him for his goodness perish.  

D. Yes, praise the Lord for such fathers.  

V. Psalm 112.9 • The Generosity of the God-Fearing Father  
 
9  He has dispersed abroad,  
  He has given to the poor;  
  His righteousness endures forever;  
  His horn will be exalted with honor.  

A. The blessed father is  

1. a giver,  

2. not a taker.  

a) Since the Lord has blessed him materially,  

b) the blessed man disperses abroad,  

(1) he finds the poor to whom he wants to give.  

(2) The Lord, whom he fears and trusts, has commanded  

(a) benevolence to the poor, and  

(b) with that, as the psalmist has already said,  

i) the blessed man’s righteousness endures, because  

ii) his life is embedded in the Lord.  
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B. Since wealth and riches are in his home (v. 3),  

1. he naturally disperses abroad and gives to the poor.  

2. That is just the kind of man that he is, and  

a) his children know it and  

b) love him for it.  

C. It is not a momentary way of life for him, but  

1. his righteousness endures forever.  

2. He is like this all the time.  

D. Therefore, God and man exalt him with honor.  

VI. Psalm 112.10 • The World Despises the God-Fearing Man  
 
10  The wicked will see it and be grieved;  
  He will gnash his teeth and melt away;  
  The desire of the wicked shall perish.  

A. The world, the Gentiles, do not like a father who fits the model of Psalm 112.  

B. They believe  

1. that the God-fearing father who gladly does God’s commandments  

2. should be a failure who leads a boring life.  

a) Listen to those  

(1) who do not know the Lord and  

(2) who do not delight greatly in the Lord’s commandments, and  

(a) you shall see what I mean.  

(b) They believe that you are hiding something.  

b) However, you live as an open book.  

C. Therefore, fathers when you live as the psalmist discussed,  

1. it will grieve the wicked because  

2. they will not be able to figure out why you are blessed.  
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a) They will see your contented spirit, and  

b) they will see your children loving you, and  

(1) it will grieve them, because  

(2) they think they have the only way to live.  

D. It will frustrate them as they gnash their teeth and melt away.  

1. Some will learn and convert, but  

2. most will not.  

a) They hate fathers  

(1) who fear the Lord and  

(2) who delight greatly in the Lord’s commandments.  

b) Yet, when they witness your success as a father,  

(1) it will make them angry, and  

(2) that anger will destroy them.  

E. Whereas, their desire,  

1. what they believed would bring a great life,  

2. shall ultimately perish.  

Exhortation:  

I. If it is true  

A. that our culture is suffering  

1. from either the absence of fathers, or  

2. from fathers  

a) who do not fear the Lord and  

b) who do not delight greatly in the Lord’s commandments,  

B. then the solution is for the  

1. the presence of fathers in the lives of their children, and  

2. for those fathers  
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a) to fear the Lord and  

b) to delight greatly in the Lord’s commandments.  

II. When you confess that Jesus is Lord,  

A. you are confessing that he is the Lord revealed in Psalm 112.  

B. …


