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Has Science Buried God? (Part 2)  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 26, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2022  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Bryan Rich – Genesis 1.1–3  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Anything on Creation  

Persuasion:  

I. Do We Believe in the God of the Gaps?  

A. Unbelieving scientists accuse us falsely  

1. of throwing God in as the explanation  

2. for something we do not understand.  

a) Ancient man did not know where lightning came from or  

b) how it was made,  

(1) so they just said that God did it.  

(2) These unbelievers think that we continue this practice.  

B. However, science has shown, hence explained,  

1. how nature works,  

a) such as lightning, and  

2. they think that eliminates God as the explanation.  

C. Let me go back to an illustration that I used last Lord’s Day.  

1. Can scientists explain how a car works?  

2. Yes, they can, and plenty of non-scientists know how a car works.  

a) They can explain everything.  

b) However, if I say that Henry Ford made it,  

(1) does that mean I believe in Ford of the Gaps?  

(2) No, you understand  

(a) that science can only explain how the car works,  

(b) not who made it or why he did.  
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D. As John Lennox says:  
 
“God is not an alternative to science as an explanation…”  

1. It is because he exists and created,  

2. that we can even have something that needs explaining.  

II. Is God a Science-Stopper?  

A. Unbelieving scientists believe that only atheists can do science,  

1. thinking that once you bring God into the picture,  

2. you stop science.  

B. We do not believe  

1. that God is nature or  

2. that nature is God, but  

a) that does not eliminate the idea  

b) that someone or something  

(1) brought everything into existence,  

(2) as is evidence by the possibility that things can be explained.  

C. Things can be explained because  

1. all of nature is well-ordered.  

2. It is like the car,  

a) everything in the car  

b) was built to work with everything else in the car.  

(1) The fact that we can explain those things,  

(2) does not deny that the car had a designer/builder,  

(a) no, it actually demonstrates the car had a designer/builder.  

(b) So, it is with the natural world around us.  

D. Therefore, we are not deifying nature or items in nature.  
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1. We need to understand  

2. that we have to get rid of idols or false gods.  

a) God through Moses explained to Israel  

b) that they were not to follow anyone who,  
 
3 “has gone and served other gods and worshiped them, either the 
sun or moon or any of the host of heaven, which I have not com-
manded…”  
 
– Deuteronomy 17.3  

E. However, denying the idols of the nations  

1. does not mean we have likewise  

2. removed the reason or reasons for the existence of the God of heaven.  

a) The God of heaven stands outside his creation,  

b) whereas, the gods of the nations are part of creation.  

(1) Henry Ford was not part of an automobile, but  

(2) he was outside his creation.  

F. Therefore, crediting God with starting everything,  

1. does not end science, but  

2. historically it has been what started science.  
 
2 The works of the LORD are great,  
 Studied by all who have pleasure in them.  
 
 – Psalm 111.2  

a) Most, if not all, of the world’s first scientists in modern times  

b) who began the various sciences,  

(1) were doing exactly what that passage says, and  

(2) they would freely admit it, and  
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(a) so do the ones today  

(b) who accept that the design of the universe shows a Designer.  

G.Think of what modern atheistic scientists do with nature.  

1. They deny that God created all things, but  

2. in their process to explain how life came about, especially human life,  

a) what have they done?  

b) They have ascribed God-like powers to nature!  

3. They believe  

a) that the universe brought itself into existence,  

b) that it brought order into existence out of chaos,  

c) that it brought life out of that which did not possess life, and  

d) that it diversified that first life into the endless variety of today.  

(1) That is creative power!  

(2) They do not believe  

(a) that a God stands outside of the universe and made it, but  

(b) they ascribe Godhood to the universe itself.  

H.Paul was right in Romans 1,  

1. that when you take God out of the explanation for the existence of all,  

2. you make something else god:  
 
22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of 
the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and 
birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.  
 
25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and 
served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. 
Amen.  
 
– Romans 1.22–23, 25  
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III. Design and the Universe  

A. When we compare ourselves to the heavens and the earth,  

1. we certainly seem as nothing.  

2. David picked up on this in Psalm 8:  
 
3 When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers,  
 The moon and the stars, which You have ordained,  
4 What is man that You are mindful of him,  
  And the son of man that You visit him?  
5 For You have made him a little lower than the angels,  
 And You have crowned him with glory and honor.  
6 You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands;  
 You have put all things under his feet,  
7 All sheep and oxen— 
 Even the beasts of the field,  
8 The birds of the air,  
 And the fish of the sea  
 That pass through the paths of the seas.  
 
 – Psalm 8.3–8  

a) Then again, did you know  

b) that humans are right about in the middle in size  

(1) when compared to the amount of large things and  

(2) the amount of small things in the universe?  

B. A very famous evolutionist of days past, George Gaylord Simpson, says:  
 
“[We are] the product of a mindless and purposeless natural process which 
did not have us in mind.”  
 
– George Gaylord Simpson  

1. On the other hand, a physicist, Freeman Dyson, wrote:  
 
“As we look out in the universe and identify the many accidents of 
physics and astronomy that have worked together to our benefit, it al-
most seems as if the universe must in some sense have known we were 
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coming.”  

2. I think Dyson refutes Simpson, because  

a) you just have to look at the universe, especially earth, and  

b) it seems quite apparent that we were meant to be here.  

3. Think on what Albert Einstein said:  
 
“The most incomprehensible thing about the universe is that it is com-
prehensible.”  

a) It baffled him  

b) that the universe could be comprehended,  

(1) so that we can figure out where heavenly bodies will be, and  

(2) other things that show that it can be explained, because  

(a) it is not just a pile of stuff, but  

(b) it has evidence that it is supposed to function the way it does.  

4. Again, quoting John Lennox:  
 
“The very concept of the intelligibility of the universe presupposes the 
existence of a rationality capable of recognizing that intelligibility.”  

a) Or as Paul put it:  
 
20 …since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clear-
ly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eter-
nal power and Godhead… 
 
– Romans 1.20  

b) If I just threw a bunch of raw materials into a pile,  

c) it would make no sense and it would not function.  

(1) However, if I build somethings and  
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(2) they perform various functions,  

(a) you will conclude that someone made those things, but  

(b) not the first.  

C. Have you noticed how we can say exactly when seasons begin and end?  

1. Why is that?  

2. Did something that phenomenal happen by itself?  
 
22 “While the earth remains,  
 Seedtime and harvest,  
 Cold and heat,  
 Winter and summer,  
 And day and night  
 Shall not cease.”  
 
 – Genesis 8.22  

a) Everything about how nature works along these lines  

b) is totally predictable, and  

(1) we will not get it wrong.  

(2) It is more accurate than manmade clocks.  

(a) However, the new atheists will not give up two things:  

i) that faith is blind  

ii) that science does not involve faith  

(b) Yet, don’t they exercise faith  

i) in the workings of the universe,  

ii) that it will always be the same?  

D. Is not the following quote a sign of faith?  
 
“There’s no need to involve anything supernatural in the origins of the uni-
verse or of life. I have never like the idea of divine tinkering: for me it is 
much more inspiring to believe that a set of mathematical laws can be so 
clever as to bring all things into being.”  
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– Paul Davies  

1. Yet, remember that last week I gave you this quotation:  
 
“Isn’t it enough to see that a garden is beautiful without having to be-
lieve that there are fairies at the bottom of it?”  
 
– Douglas Adams  

2. Is not Paul Davies ascribing fairy power to mathematical laws?  

a) How can mathematical laws bring into existence the universe  

b) before the universe even exists,  

c) meaning before mathematical laws even exist?  

IV. The Universe Has Been Fine-Tuned or The Anthropic Principle  

A. This quote says so much:  
 
“Earth’s crammed with heaven,  
And every common bush afire with God:  
But only he who sees, takes off his shoes,  
The rest sit round it and pluck blackberries,  
And daub their natural faces unaware.”  
 
– Elizabeth Barrett Browning 

B. If you think about what is on earth,  

1. it will take your thinking to heaven.  

2. The evidence of a heavenly Creator  

a) shows up in everything on the earth.  

b) It is like the burning bush with Moses.  

C. God was in the bush.  

1. Yet, every bush shows the handiwork of God.  

2. But not everyone see that truth.  
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a) The ones who do see it,  

b) like Moses remove their shoes, for  

(1) they are standing on holy ground,  

(2) they are standing before a bush that he designed.  

(a) The rest just use the bush for eating.  

(b) They eat the blackberries,  

i) staining their faces, either  

(1) from eating or  

(2) from using it to paint their faces,  

ii) never giving thought to  

(1) how the blackberry bush got there,  

(2) how it got there, and  

(3) how it matches  

(a) our nutritional and  

(b) artistic needs perfectly.  

D. I shall have more to say on The Anthropic Principle in the months and years 
to come.  

Exhortation:


