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Bible Reading and Americans  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • July 3, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2022  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Wayne Duncan – Psalm 1.1–3  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Songs on the Bible  

Prelude:  

I. The Lord has chosen the church to influence the world for good.  

A. Jesus declared that we are the preserving agent  

1. that makes the earth  

2. taste good to the Lord:  
 
“You are the salt of the earth…”  
 
– Matthew 5.13 

B. Jesus declared further that we are the ones brighting light into the world:  
 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid-
den. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lamp-
stand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Fa-
ther in heaven.”  
 
– Matthew 5.14–16  

C. How shall we be  

1. the salt of the earth and  

2. the light of the world,  

D. if we  

1. do not read God’s word?  

2. do not meditate on God’s word?  

3. do not live God’s word? and  

4. do not use God’s word for guidance?  

E. Never diminish your influence  
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1. as a Christian or  

2. as the church.  

F. We are the greatest power on earth.  

1. I do not say that as a motivational speaker.  

2. I declare it because the word of God declares it!  

II. During our lifetime,  

A. the United States has been the greatest on earth in regard to Bible reading.  

B. Historically, we not only have freedom of religion, but  

1. we are the world’s foremost Bible publisher and  

2. Christianity has flourished here.  

a) Since 1816,  

(1) the American Bible Society been one of the chief Bible distributers  

(2) in the America and in the world.  

b) For several years  

(1) they have conducted an annual  

(2) State of the Bible survey.  

III. Recently, they discovered:  
 
“First, we noticed an unprecedented drop in the percentage of Bible Users in 
the United States. In every study since 2018, Bible Users have accounted for 
between 47 and 49 percent of American adults; however, the 2022 data 
showed a 10-percent decrease from the same time in 2021. That means nearly 
26 million Americans reduced or stopped their interaction with Scripture in 
the past year.”  
 
– State of the Bible, pages xii–xiii  

A. They also said:  
 
“Second, our concern deepened when we looked at the Scripture engage-
ment numbers for the United States. One in five Americans left the Scrip-
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ture Engaged category in the past year (−21% or 14.7 million adults), and 
two in five left the Movable Middle (−44% or 28.7 million adults). Only the 
Bible Disengaged category grew, and at an alarming rate, up by 38 percent 
(45.2 million adults) in a single year.”  

1. I understand that you may not know  

2. what they meant by:  

a) Scripture Engaged  

b) Movable Middle  

c) Bible Disengaged  

(1) However, you probably have a good idea  

(2) just by the names they gave to those categories.  

(a) 21% of Americans stopped engaging the Scriptures  

i) in the past year,  

ii) meaning 14.7 million adults.,  

(b) Those not having been engaged in the Bible  

i) increased 38% or  

ii) 45.2 million Americans.  

3. As Christians,  

a) as people who know the God of heaven,  

b) as people who know what the Bible is,  

c) as people who know that every person shall appear at the Judgment,  

(1) this troubles us greatly.  

(2) It means our nation is going downhill fast.  

B. They showed these charts:  

C. Also, the American Bible Society said:  
 
“When we examined the relationship between each of these factors over 
time, we noticed something striking. Beginning in 2020 and accelerating 
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since then, Bible Users have indicated a decreased level of Spiritual Impact 
from the Bible. A certain amount of variance is normal from year-to-year, 
but what we were seeing in the numbers was beyond the level of normal 
variation.”  
 
– pages xiv–xv  

D. They continued:  
 
“In 2022, Americans are less likely than ever before to say that the Bible is 
influencing the way they live out their faith in relationship to others.”  
 
– page xviii  

E. Sadly they reported:  
 
“The data show us that many Americans are struggling to connect the teach-
ing of the Bible to the ways they live out their faith in community.”  
 
– page xx  

IV. What I also found interesting, and  

A. which I can confirm with World Bible School–Connect,  

B. that some of us in the congregation are doing:  
 
“The issue of curiosity also provided positive news for those in Bible min-
istry. The survey asked people if they were ‘curious about the Bible and/or 
Jesus.’ Nearly two-thirds of people who seldom or never read the Bible 
(non-Bible Users) indicated some curiosity. One-third of non-Bible Users 
said they were ‘very’ or ‘extremely’ curious. How will churches and min-
istries respond to that curiosity?”  
 
– page 3  

1. There are 9 members of this congregation teaching students in Oregon  

2. online or by postal correspondence.  

a) Many of the people who sign up  
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b) want to know more about the Bible.  

(1) The interest is there.  

(2) Please pray for this work.  

C. Back to the survey…  

V. What many people say:  
 
“When Bible Users were asked to choose their two greatest frustrations with 
regard to Bible reading, more than one-fourth of them indicated no frustra-
tions, but nearly the same number said, ‘I never seem to have enough time.’ …
a top answer for Gen Z (30%) and Millennials (26%) was ‘I don’t know where 
to start.’”  
 
– page 26 

VI. This is where we in the church come in,  

A. as Philipp did for the Ethiopian treasurer:  
 
30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, 
“Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, 
unless someone guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up and sit with 
him.  
 
– Acts 8:30–31  

B. You probably think  

1. that you do not know enough  

2. to help someone with knowing what the Bible says, but  

a) you know much more than that person.  

b) I know because I hear you all time.  

(1) I hear you talk in Bible class, and  

(2) I hear you when we talk in person.  

Persuasion:  

I. Why This Is a Concern  



Bible Reading and Americans; 04786; Page  of 6 10

A. Turmoil comes from neglect of God’s word  
 
1 Now the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded. 2 And he 
went out to meet Asa, and said to him: “Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and 
Benjamin. The LORD is with you while you are with Him. If you seek Him, 
He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you. 3 For 
a long time Israel has been without the true God, without a teaching priest, 
and without law; 4 but when in their trouble they turned to the LORD God 
of Israel, and sought Him, He was found by them. 5 And in those times 
there was no peace to the one who went out, nor to the one who came in, 
but great turmoil was on all the inhabitants of the lands. 6 So nation was de-
stroyed by nation, and city by city, for God troubled them with every adver-
sity. 7 But you, be strong and do not let your hands be weak, for your work 
shall be rewarded!”  
 
– 2 Chronicles 15.1–7  

B. Wisdom itself tells us what it will do if we ignore it  
 
24 “Because I have called and you refused,  
  I have stretched out my hand and no one regarded,  
25 Because you disdained all my counsel,  
  And would have none of my rebuke,  
26 I also will laugh at your calamity;  
  I will mock when your terror comes,  
27 When your terror comes like a storm,  
  And your destruction comes like a whirlwind,  
  When distress and anguish come upon you.  
28 Then they will call on me, but I will not answer;  
  They will seek me diligently, but they will not find me.  
29 Because they hated knowledge  
  And did not choose the fear of the LORD,  
30 They would have none of my counsel  
  And despised my every rebuke.  
31 Therefore they shall eat the fruit of their own way,  
  And be filled to the full with their own fancies.  
32 For the turning away of the simple will slay them,  
  And the complacency of fools will destroy them;  
33 But whoever listens to me will dwell safely,  
  And will be secure, without fear of evil.”  
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  – Proverbs 1.24–33  

1. When the Bible brings success,  

2. you will not regret having spent time in it.  

a) When you stand before God at the Judgment,  

b) you will be glad that you made a habit of engaging the Scriptures.  

C. We are destroyed without knowing God’s word  
 
6 “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.  
  Because you have rejected knowledge,  
  I also will reject you from being priest for Me;  
  Because you have forgotten the law of your God,  
  I also will forget your children.”  
 
  – Hosea 4.6  

D. What engaging the Bible does for us:  
 
7 “Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do accord-
ing to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn 
from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you 
go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all 
that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then 
you will have good success.”  
 
– Joshua 1.7–8  

II. Why Has Bible Reading Dropped so Severely in the Past Two Years?  

A. First, it is easy to blame the pandemic.  

1. By that, I do not mean to imply that is an insufficient explanation.  

2. Do doubt, it has for some reason quieted Bible interaction.  

B. You would think  

1. that the pandemic and people being off work and school,  
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2. would tend toward increasing engagement with the Bible.  

C. However, I think that what happened is  

1. people turned to the Internet and games and watching movies.  

2. They lost the discipline of doing what is necessary in life.  

III. What Can We Do about It?  

A. First, we ourselves should  

1. either start to spend time in the Scriptures, or  

2. increase our time if we think what we are doing is not enough, or  

3. sustain what we are already doing.  

a) In other words, we cannot expect the rest of America  

b) to do what we are selves are not doing.  

B. We have to live out  

1. what we read in the Scriptures  

2. so that people will see us as  

a) the salt of the earth and  

b) the light of the world.  

(1) Then we have to be ready to speak  

(2) when people ask why we are the way we are.  

IV. Two Greatest Frustrations with Reading the Bible  

A. “I never seem to have enough time.”  

1. Instead of finding the time,  

a) you have to make the time.  

b) [My recent experience with walking.]  

2. If you wait  

a) until a time slot opens,  

b) it never will.  
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3. If you wait  

a) until the mood strikes you,  

b) it never will.  

4. If you have kids or unbelievers in the home,  

a) let them see you reading the Bible.  

b) Do not be unkind if they need to talk to you.  

(1) Don’t show off or have a holier than thou attitude, but  

(2) plan on being interrupted and  

(a) do not let it bother you.  

(b) Your family needs to see what drives you.  

B. “I don’t know where to start.”  

1. Where do you start with most books?  

a) You start at the beginning,  

b) although we often look at the back to see how it ends.  

(1) You can do that too, but  

(2) in this case, it might be better to start at Genesis.  

2. If someone is asking you where to start,  

a) either recommend the beginning of the Bible, or  

b) recommend your favorite Bible Book.  

(1) That way when they have questions,  

(2) you will have a good idea of what to say.  

c) Or try to figure out where they are in their thinking and life.  

(1) If they need to see the spiritual side of life, recommend John.  

(2) If they see the emptiness of the world, show them Ecclesiastes.  

(3) If they like wisdom, tell them about Proverbs.  

(4) If they need love, First John fits the bill perfectly, etc.  
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Exhortation:  

I. Now more than ever, our nation needs us.  

II. They do not know what ails them, but they see you at peace.  

A. I think Proverbs 4  

B. shows where our world is and  

1. what they need to see in us, because  

2. they will notice something different about us:  
 
18 …the path of the just is like the shining sun,  
 That shines ever brighter unto the perfect day.  
19 The way of the wicked is like darkness;  
 They do not know what makes them stumble.  
 
 – Proverbs 4.18–19  

III. A day of reckoning with God approaches.  

A. Prepare for it by opening his word… 

B. You will discover  

1. whom your leader should be, and  

2. why you should follow him. 


