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So You Can Know the Truth  
Luke 1.1–4  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • July 17, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2022  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Jake McNeil – Second Timothy 3.14–17 

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Songs on Jesus  

Prelude:  

I. Ezekiel the prophet  

A. was among the Jewish captives by the River Chebar in Babylon.  

B. While there he saw visions of God himself.  

1. Ezekiel saw something coming out of the north,  

2. fire raging and engulfing itself.  

a) From out of the fire,  

b) he saw four living creatures.  

(1) Each of them had four faces,  

(2) the faces were that of  

(a) a man,  

(b) a lion,  

(c) an ox, and  

(d) an eagle.  

3. I believe these four living creatures represent the four Gospel Accounts.  

a) The face of a man represents the Gospel According to Luke.  

b) Above the four living creatures,  

(1) there was a firmament that they transported  

(2) on which was the throne of the Lord, and  

(a) he appeared as a man, because  

(b) the four Gospel Accounts show him living as a man.  

C. Ezekiel ended his vision with this spectacular view:  
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26 And above the firmament over their heads was the likeness of a throne, 
in appearance like a sapphire stone; on the likeness of the throne was a 
likeness with the appearance of a man high above it. 27 Also from the ap-
pearance of His waist and upward I saw, as it were, the color of amber with 
the appearance of fire all around within it; and from the appearance of His 
waist and downward I saw, as it were, the appearance of fire with bright-
ness all around. 28 Like the appearance of a rainbow in a cloud on a rainy 
day, so was the appearance of the brightness all around it. This was the ap-
pearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD.  So when I saw it, I fell 
on my face, and I heard a voice of One speaking.  
 
– Ezekiel 1.26–28  

II. The face of the man on the four living creatures  

A. shows us the Son of Man  

B. in his glory on earth.  

III. Luke, the face of a man on the living creatures,  

A. began his Gospel Account with these precious words:  
 
1 Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those 
things which have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as those who from the be-
ginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us, 3 
it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things 
from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent 
Theophilus, 4 that you may know the certainty of those things in which you 
were instructed.  
 
– Luke 1.1–4 

B. Then Luke began by talking about the parents of John the Baptist,  

1. who would be the forerunner of the Christ,  

2. announcing to Israel that the Christ had arrived.  

C. Let’s think on how Luke began his Gospel Account to Theophilus,  

1. of whom we know nothing, but  

2. his name means God-lover.  
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Persuasion:  

I. May Many Speak of These Things  
 
Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those 
things which have been fulfilled among us 

A. Luke knew that others had taken in hand  

1. to set in order a narrative of the ministry of Jesus.  

2. Luke may have referred to Matthew and Mark, but  

a) they were not the only preachers,  

b) nor were they the only ones who had witnessed or heard about  

(1) the ministry of Jesus of Nazareth and  

(2) how he fulfilled the promises and prophecies of the Scriptures.  

3. If what we see and hear in the four Gospel Accounts is true,  

a) it does not surprise me  

b) that many people spoke of those things.  

(1) For example, Luke wrote in his other New Testament Book, Acts,  

(2) that after the killing of Stephen and the subsequent persecution:  
 
1 At that time a great persecution arose against the church which 
was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the re-
gions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.  
 
4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching 
the word.  
 
– Acts 8.1, 4 

(a) Luke did not speak of the apostles in verse 4, because  

(b) the apostles remained in Jerusalem, according to verse 1.  

4. I think Acts 4,  
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a) shows what happened to people back then, and  

b) not just the apostles who are mentioned here.  

(1) The Jewish leaders arrested Peter and John,  

(2) forbidding them to speak or to teach in the name of Jesus.  

(a) However, listen carefully to the reply of Peter and John:  
 
19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether 
it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to 
God, you judge. 20 For we cannot but speak the things which 
we have seen and heard.”  
 
– Acts 4.19–20  

(b) They saw genuine miracles.  

(c) They heard words that they knew came from  

i) the Lord of heaven and earth.  

ii) It was impossible for them to remain silent.  

B. Luke did not witness the works and words of Jesus,  

1. even as we have not witnessed those things.  

2. However, Luke did what we do,  

a) he spent time listening and reading the accounts of the witnesses, and  

b) he just had to add what he had learned.  

(1) That is precisely what I do.  

(2) My sermons, classes, email devotionals, et al., result.  

C. The more we have doing this, the better.  

1. Spend time reading what the Scriptures teach, and  

2. you will be like Peter and John,  

a) Jesus himself once said:  
 
34b “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”  
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– Matthew 12.34  

b) Research and meditate as Luke did and  

c) you will need to give to others what you discovered, just as Luke did.  

D. The more time you spend in the word,  

1. the more you will need an outlet.  

2. The more you learn about Jesus,  

a) the more you will want to let someone else know.  

3. The more you see how that the Hebrew Scriptures spoke of Jesus,  

a) the more thrilled you will be to let others in on your discoveries.  

b) That has happened to me.  

II. Fulfillment of Promises and Prophecies  
 
those things which have been fulfilled among us 

A. From the time of Adam and Eve,  

1. when God promised to bruise the head of the serpent  

2. with the seed of the woman,  

a) the Spirit gave many prophecies.  

b) For thousands of years,  

(1) things were given  

(2) that one day would be fulfilled in the Chosen One of God.  

3. Adam and Eve heard the God of creation give the serpent the first hint  

a) of someone whom he would send  

b) to help us with our troubles, namely, sin:  
 
15 “And I will put enmity  
  Between you and the woman, 
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  And between your seed and her Seed;  
  He shall bruise your head,  
  And you shall bruise His heel.”  
 
  – Genesis 3.15  

(1) From that point on,  

(2) God continued to drop all kinds of indications of  

(a) what this Deliverer would be like, and  

(b) what he would do for us.  

B. Having seen all those things fulfilled,  

1. Luke and others could not keep quiet.  

2. I can’t keep quiet.  

a) Millions of others since then have not been able to keep quiet.  

b) Listen to the Spirit in the Scriptures and you will have to speak:  
 
9 Then I said, “I will not make mention of Him,  
  Nor speak anymore in His name.”  
  But His word was in my heart like a burning fire  
  Shut up in my bones;  
  I was weary of holding it back,  
  And I could not.  
 
  – Jeremiah 20.9  

III. Listen to the Eyewitnesses and Ministers of the Word  
 
just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the 
word delivered them to us  

A. Luke knew that there were eyewitnesses.  

1. He listened to them.  

2. We believe he got much of his information from Paul.  
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a) Paul saw the Lord Jesus.  
 
8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due 
time.  
– 1 Corinthians 15.8 
 
11 But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was 
preached by me is not according to man. 12 For I neither received it 
from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.  
– Galatians 1.11–12  

b) So, what Luke declared to Theophilus  

c) he probably heard from Paul first,  

(1) since he traveled with Paul and  

(2) wrote of his journeys in the Book of Acts.  

B. Of course, Luke heard other preachers besides Paul and his team.  

C. Also, these eyewitnesses and ministers of the word  

1. were writing things down.  

2. Luke got copies and read them.  

a) He sought to put things in order.  

b) That is precisely what teachers and preachers do today.  

IV. Seek a Perfect Understanding  
 
it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from 
the very first  

A. Having a perfect understanding is our goal.  

B. However, speak or write or live what you already know.  

1. Luke had a huge job,  

2. that of writing a Gospel Account  

a) that the Holy Spirit  
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b) would put in the Bible.  

(1) What little you know,  

(2) you can show to others.  

(a) Just start with your Christian friends.  

(b) You will then want to show others outside of the church.  

C. If you speak in public,  

1. you will need to make sure that you know what you are saying.  

2. Ask for the Lord’s help and see what happens.  

a) I have told you before what I pray, and  

b) when I have forgotten,  

(1) I did not do well.  

(2) I prayed in your presence and improved immediately.  

V. Find Someone and Someway that You Can Share What You Know  
 
it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from 
the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus 

A. People need to know the order of things.  

1. Think of our preaching and teaching, and  

a) how we are all over the place.  

b) We quote Moses,  

(1) then in the next sentence,  

(2) we quote Paul.  

2. When we hear those names,  

a) we instantly place them in their proper context.  

b) Not everyone knows those things.  

(1) They have no idea  
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(2) that Moses and Paul lived 1500 years apart.  

(a) The first lived under the Law, and  

(b) the second lived under Christ.  

i) However, most people do not understand  

ii) what I just said.  

B. We also need people to write.  

1. It does not have to be a book,  

2. although you can write eBooks for free.  

a) My email devotionals are brief.  

VI. Your Goal: That Others Might Be Certain of the Truth  
 
that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed.  

A. Why do we need to know the things concerning Jesus?  

1. Why do we need to be certain of those things?  

2. This is a matter of life and death, heaven and hell.  

B. Therefore,  

1. we ourselves need to know the certainty of the things  

2. that others teach us from the word.  

a) Then we want to make sure that others know the certainty.  

b) May the Lord help us to know what to say,  

(1) even as Luke knew what to say.  

(2) If you do some work in the word as Luke did,  

(a) you will never be the same.  

(b) Be prepared to change on just about everything in your life.  

VII.Oral Teaching Is Good, but We Need Written Material  

A. We need the written word.  
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B. We can speak on it and write on it just as Luke thought to do.  

1. I know that not everyone can be a writer.  

2. However, you have learned many things from the Scriptures.  

a) Perhaps you are not equipped to speak publicly.  

b) Perhaps you will never be a writer.  

(1) However, what will happen to all your knowledge when you die?  

(2) It will die too.  

(a) Have you wondered how it is  

(b) that we know so much about past generations?  

i) We know what the Egyptians did.  

ii) We know what the Romans did.  

iii)We know what early Americans did.  

C. Do you know how we know all those things?  

1. They wrote it down.  

2. I am not talking just about historians, but  

a) I am talking about the average person.  

b) Until our electronic age came,  

(1) most people had a journal or a diary,  

(2) They wrote down their thoughts.  

(a) I have read Henry David Thoreau.  

(b) I have read many preachers.  

i) Today, we watch TV or something else.  

ii) What did they do in the past?  

(1) They either read or  

(2) they wrote in their journal/diary.  

D. It does not have to be long.  
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1. Just write down a few thoughts for the day.  

a) Tell what the weather was.  

b) Show what the politics of the day was.  

c) Give your insights on the Bible.  

2. When you die,  

a) someone will read your material.  

b) It will make a major impact on them.  

(1) They will get to your biblical thoughts, and  

(2) only God knows how that will move people.  

(a) If things continue as they are currently going,  

(b) future generations will not know the Bible.  

i) So, they pick up your writing where you say,  

ii) “I believe that Jesus is the Son of God because the Bible 
says so.  

(1) You may say that everyone knows that.  

(2) Not today, and not in the future.  

(a) However, that simple statement or confession  

(b) may cause a great-grandchildren to read the Bible 
to find out why you said that.  

Exhortation:  

I. Absolutely nothing is more important than knowing what Luke wrote.  

A. Open your Bible at home and  

B. read Luke to find out why I would say such a thing.  

II. If you already know, but have not done anything about its, but you want to…


